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Comments Received on Draft Environmental Impact Statement

SEA received 138 comment letters on the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. Below is a
table listing each comment letter in the order in which they were entered into SEA’s Environmental
Correspondence Tracking database. (This database is available on the Board’s website at
www.stb.dot.gov and contains the environmental correspondence pertaining to all recent cases before the
Board. The letter numbers are generated for the database as a whole and are not case specific. Thus, the
numbers in the table below are not necessarily sequential.)

The postmark deadline for submitting comments was January 10, 2005. However, SEA has
included the comment letters that were postmarked after the deadline. An asterisk after the letter number
denotes that the letter was postmarked after the January 10, 2005 deadline.

Copies of the actual comment letters received in reduced text format follow the table of contents.
Copies of forms collected at the December 2, 2004 public meetings that do not contain substantive
comments (i.e. simply indicate that a person wishes to submit oral or written comments) have not been
included in this Appendix but have been included in the Public Docket for this proceeding and are
available in SEA’s Environmental Correspondence Tracking database on the Board’s website.
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Number Name of Sender Received | Number
EI-1075 Wayne Lea, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 11/22/04 B-1
EI-1076 Lynn and Helen Ann Boehme 11/26/04 B-1
EI-1077 Larry Butler, Natural Resources Conservation 11/29/04 B-1
Service
EI-1095 Clovis Boehme 12/6/04 B-2
EI-1107 Craig Heiligman 11/10/04 B-2
EI-1108 Craig Heiligman 11/22/04 B-3
EI-1109 Craig Heiligman 12/3/04 B-3
EI-1110 Craig Heiligman 12/5/04 B-4
EI-1111 Jacqueline Conrad 12/6/04 B-4
EI-1112 Jacqueline Conrad 12/6/04 B-5
EI-1118 Jacqueline Conrad 12/9/04 B-5
EI-1225 Elizabeth Wood 12/2/04 B-6
EI-1226 George Rice 12/2/04 B-6
EI-1249 Tracy Caron 12/2/04 B-6
EI-1250 Joyce Landrum 12/2/04 B-7
El-1251 Charlotte Adams 12/2/04 B-7
El-1252 Archie Gerdes 12/2/04 B-7
El-1253 Tom Ransdell, Southwest Gulf Railroad 12/2/04 B-7
El-1254 Darrell Brownlow, Southwest Gulf Railroad 12/2/04 B-8
EI-1255 Jack Love 12/2/04 B-9
EI-1257 Timothy Hildebrand, East Medina County Special 12/2/04 B-9
Utility District
EI-1258 Sheila Caron 12/2/04 B-9
EI-1259 Medina County Environmental Action 12/2/04 B-10
Association
EI-1260 Henry Bonilla 12/8/04 B-10
U.S. House of Representatives
EI-1261 Robert Fitzgerald 12/9/04 B-11
Medina County Environmental Action
Association
EI-1262 Robert Fitzgerald 12/10/04 B-12
Medina County Environmental Action
Association
EI-1263 Anne Guerra 12/14/04 B-13
El-1264 Bill Mullican 12/16/04 B-13

Texas Water Development Board
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EI-1265 Dianne Pipes 12/15/04 B-13
EI-1266 Henry Bonilla 12/16/04 B-14

U.S. House of Representatives
EI-1267 Larry Coyle 12/17/04 B-15
EI-1268 Wayne Balzen 12/16/04 B-15
EI-1270 Chris Mitchell 12/26/04 B-15
El-1274 Douglas Riff 1/3/05 B-16
El-1281 Robert Clark 1/6/05 B-17
EI-1282 Barbara Clark 1/6/05 B-18
EI-1283 Barbara Clark 1/6/05 B-18
El-1284 Robert Clark 1/6/05 B-18
EI-1286 Wayne Balzen 1/7/05 B-18
EI-1287 Lynn Kitchen 1/8/05 B-19
(E1-1288, Medina County Environmental Action
EI-1294 - duplicates) | Association
EI-1289 Max Walden & Carol Casillas 1/9/05 B-19
(duplicates EI-1323 and
El-1324)
EI-1292 Ray H. Wardwell 1/6/05 B-20
EI-1293 C. Ray Schoch 1/10/05 B-21
EI-1295 Douglas Riff 1/10/05 B-21
EI-1296 David Coburn 1/10/05 B-22
Steptoe & Johnson (SGR)
EI-1297 Carole S. Romano 1/10/05 B-23
Castroville Conservation Society
EI-1298 Thomas R. Hester, Ph.D. 1/10/05 B-24
EI-1299 Ted Portenier 1/11/05 B-25
EI-1310 Al & Jerrie Bishop 1/10/05 B-26

(duplicate EI-1331)

EI-1313 Bonnie Braganza 1/18/05 B-26
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region 6

EI-1314 Robert Potts 1/18/05 B-27
Edwards Aquifer Authority

EI-1315 Humberto Holguin 1/18/05 B-28

EI-1316 Verlyn & Russell Mangold 1/18/05 B-28

EI-1317 Ruth Shapiro 1/18/05 B-28

EI-1318 Susan Martin 1/18/05 B-29
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EI-1319 Annalisa Peace
(duplicate EI-1350) Greater Edwards Aquifer Alliance 1/18/05 B-29
EI-1320 Curtis Saathoff 1/18/05 B-29
El-1322 Ray Wardwell 1/18/05 B-30
EI-1325 Nora Winkler 1/18/05 B-30
EI-1326 George Holguin 1/18/05 B-31
EI-1327 T. Lynn Landrum 1/18/05 B-31
EI-1328 Rusty and Verlyn Mangold 1/18/05 B-31
El-1329~ Leslie and Elaine Semmelmann 1/18/05 B-32
(postmarked 1/11/05)
Alyne Fitzgerald
EI-1330 Medina County Environmental Action 1/11/05 B-33
Association
(fax;:_:r?i?lz 105) Rich Fournier 1/11/05 B-33
EI-1333 Sandra Young 1/10/05 B-34
Chuck McLendon
El-1334 Texas Department of Transportation 1/12/05 B-34
EI-1335 Terry & Sylvia Greer 1/11/05 B-34
EI-1336 Robin Portenier 1/11/05 B-35
EI-1337 Scott Conrad & Jacque Conrad 1/11/05 B-36
EI-1338 Joe and Erna Balzen 1/11/05 B-36
EI-1339 Grace Reed 1/11/05 B-37
EI-1340 Carl Kelby 1/11/05 B-37
EI-1341 Melvin and Judy Dittmar 1/11/05 B-38
El-1342 Paul & Joyce Boubel 1/11/05 B-39
EI-1343 Thomas Walpole & Mary Walpole 1/11/05 B-39
El-1344 Morris Baxter 1/11/05 B-40
EI-1345 Katherine Baxter 1/11/05 B-40
EI-1346 Aural Allen 1/11/05 B-41
El-1347 Clark Wurzbach 1/11/05 B-41
EI-1348 Lynn Haby 1/11/05 B-42
EI-1349 Necey Schulte 1/11/05 B-42
EI-1351 Leonard G, and Marian Wernette 1/11/05 B-42
EI-1352 James Barden, Medina County Judge 1/12/05 B-43
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Alyne Fitzgerald
El-1353 Medina County Environmental Action Association L1105 B-43
Pat Brawner
El-1354 Medina County Floodplain Administrator L1105 B-44
Robert Fitzgerald
EI-1355 Medina County Environmental Action Association L1105 B-44
EI-1356 Donald Schoch 1/12/05 B-45
EI-1357 Archie Gerdes 1/14/05 B-45
EI-1358 Glenn & Mary Jo Schweers 1/12/05 B-46
EI-1359 Jimmy Walch 1/11/05 B-47
EI-1360 Robert Reed 1/11/05 B-48
Robert Fitzgerald
El-1361 Medina County Environmental Action Association L/11/05 B-48
El-1362
(duplicate of EI-1355 with | Robert Fitzgerald 1/11/05 B-50
enlarged version of map | Medina County Environmental Action Association
attachment)
EI-1367 .
(faxed on 1/19/05) Robert Fitzgerald 1/19/05 B-51
EI-1368 Elizabeth Wood 1/21/05 B-51
Gaddis Court Reporting
El-1369 (Transcript of Public Meeting I) 1/21/05 B-52
Gaddis Court Reporting
El-1370 (Transcript of Public Meeting I1) 1/21/05 B-77
EI-1374 David Barton
(EI-1379 — CD version) | The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) L1105 B-99
EI-1375 Congressman Henry Bonilla 1/11/05 B-127
Robert Fitzgerald
El-1376 Medina County Environmental Action Association L/11/05 B-127
Russell Hooten
El-1378 Texas Parks & Wildlife 1/24/05 B-189
See EI-1379 See EI-1374 B-190
EI-1382 * Robert Fitzgerald
(faxed on 1/28/05) Medina County Environmental Action Association 1/28/05 B-191
Robert Fitzgerald
El-1383 Medina County Environmental Action Association L/11/05 B-191
- * i
EI-1387 David Barton 212105 B-192

(e-filed 2/2/05)

The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA)
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EI-1398
(duplicate of EI-1335 Terry & Sylvia Greer 1/18/05 B-192
with minor change)
EI-1413 * (postmarked | Robert Fitzgerald
2/1/05) (contains identical | Medina County Environmental Action 2/22/05 B-193
information as EI-1387) | Association
Susan Ferguson
El-1414 Texas Commission on Environmental Quality 2122105 B-193
EI-1420 *
(postmarked on 3/2/05) | Russell Hooten
amending comments Texas Parks & Wildlife Department 3/8/05 B-194
submitted in EI-1378
El-1421 *
(postmarked 2/28/05) | -\ i Mitchell
reiterating comments Commissioner, Medina County, Precinct 1 3/7105 B-194
submitted in EI-1270 ’ ’
before taking office
El-1424 *
(faxed on 2/14/05)
comment inadvertently | Lester Landrum 2/14/05 B-194
excluded from mailing on
1/10/05
El-1425 *
(faxed on 2/14/05)
comment inadvertently | Joyce Landrum 2/14/05 B-195
excluded from mailing on
1/10/05
EI-1431 *
(response to EI-1374, -} by, 1 coburn, Steptoe & Johnson (SGR) 3/22/05 B-195
Gardner Law Firm
comments)
E1-1440 * Robgrt Fitzgerald _ _
Medina County Environmental Action 3/31/05 B-198
(response to EI-1431) L.
Association
EI-1480 * .
. David Barton
(partléll_rfjgi; seto The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 5/26/05 B-199

B-TOC-5




Appendix B

Table of Contents (Continued)

Environmental

Correspondence
Tracking Letter Date Page
Number Name of Sender Received | Number
Robert Fitzgerald
EI-1491 * Medina County Environmental Action 6/8/05 B-203
Association
EI-1698 *

(responding to David Barton i
information submittals | The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 10/5/05 B-204
sent to SEA by SGR)

El-1725 *
(appears to be the same as | David Barton i
one of the letters in The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 11/2/05 B-210
EI-1698)
El-1726 *
(appears to be the same as | David Barton i
one of the letters in The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 11/2/05 B-211
EI-1698)
Robert Fitzgerald
El-1741* Medina County Environmental Action 11/6/05 B-216
Association
EI-1750*
eng(etn:(;crilhteouil:li;& of | Robert Fitzgerald
P Medina County Environmental Action 11/14/05 B-220
two DVDs that are Association
available at the website
floodsafety.com)
Robert Fitzgerald
El-1752* Medina County Environmental Action 11/10/05 B-223
Association
EI-1769* David Coburn
(Response to EI-1698) | Steptoe & Johnson (SGR) 11/22/05 B-224
EI-1786* David Barton
(Response to EI-1769) | The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 12/5/05 B-224
EI-1802* David Coburn
(Response to EI-1750) | Steptoe & Johnson (SGR) 12/16/05 B-225
EI-1803* .
. . David Barton
(AImcI)EsIt_lld;zsng)lcal to The Gardner Law Firm (MCEAA) 12/19/2005 B-226
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EI-1805*
(Reaffirming comments | Glenn & Mary Jo Schweers 12/27/05 B-227
provided in EI-1358.)
EI-1808* Lisa Schweers 12/27/05 B-227
EI-1810* Thomas Wooten 1/3/06 B-228
- James Danner
EI-1812 Mayor, City of Hondo 1/4/06 B-228
EI-1817* Ray Jagge 1/9/06 B-229
Bob Hancock
El-1826* Medina County Historical Commission L/17/06 B-229
Robert Fitzgerald
EI-1872* Medina County Environmental Action 1/25/06 B-229
Association
EI-1898* Clovis M. Boehme 1/30/06 B-236
EI-1899* John T. Boehme 1/30/06 B-237
El-1925* Tim Hardt, et al. 2/24/06 B-237
EI-1926*
(this letter retracts letter Bob H ancock L - 3/1/06 B-237
Medina County Historical Commission
El-1826)
EI-1928*
(this letter responds to El- Necey, Schulte, et al. 3/3/06 B-237

1826 and EI-1926)

Quihi & New Fountain Historical Society
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DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
FORT WORTH DISTRICT, CORPS OF ENGINEERS
P.0O. BOX 17300
FORT WORTH, TEXAS 76102-0300

REPLY TO
ATTENTION OF

November 15, 2004

Planning, Environmental, and Regulatory Division . JYLS s
Regulatory Branch N (/&,\ ’UL’\L
N

SUBJECT: Project Number 200400620, RAILROAD LINE EXTENSION, DOCKET FD 34284

Ms. Victoria Ruston

Chief, Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street Northwest

Washington, District of Columbia 20423-0001

Dear Ms. Ruston:

Thank you for your letter dated November 5, 2004. Your request has been assigned Project
Number 200400620. ' ’

Mes. Cheryl Jasper has been assigned as the regulatory project manager for your request and
will be evaluating it as expeditiously as possible. However, because of our permit workload it
will take a while for us to respond.

You may be contacted for additional information about your request. For your information,
please reference the Fort Worth District Regulatory Branch homepage at
http://www.swiusace.army.mil/regulatory/ and particularly guidance on submittals at
http://www.swi.usace.army.mil/regulatory/local/submital. pdf and mitigation at
hitp://www.swt.usace.army.mil/regulatory/local/mitigate.pdf that may help you supplement your
current request or prepare future requests.

If you have any. questions about the evaluation of your submittal or would like to request a
copy of one of the documents referenced above, please contact Ms. Cheryl Jasper at the address
above or telephone (817)886-1738 and refer to your assigned project number. Please note that it

is unlawful to start work without a Department of the Army permit if one is required.

Wayne A. Lea
Chief, Regulatory Branch

United States Department of Agriculture

QO NRCS

Natural Resources Conservation Service
107 South Main Street
Temple, TX 76501-7602

November 19, 2004

Ms. Rini Ghosh

SEA, Project Manager
Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, D.C. 20423

Dear Ms. Ghosh:

We have reviewed the information provided in the Draft Environmental Impact Statement, STB
Docket No. FD 34284, for the proposed construction of the Southwest Gulf Rail Line in Medina

County, Texas. Our agency is primarily concerned with actions that may impact Important Farmland.

We have reviewed this Draft EIS as required by the Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA).

As you requested in Section 4.10.2 of the Draft Envirc | Impact
composite rating for each alternative listed (proposed route, Alternative 1, Alternative 2, and
Alternative 3) and completed the AD-1006 Farmland Conversion Impact Rating for all alternatives.
The total points in Part VIl of the AD-1006 is 123 for the proposed route, 142 for Alterpative 1, 138
for Alternative 2 and 120 for Alternative 3. The FPPA law states in 7 CFR 658.4 ¢ (2) that “Sites
receiving a total score of less than 160 need not be given further consideration for protection and no
additional sites need to be evaluated.”

Thank you for the opportunity to review this Draft EIS and the resource materials you submitted to
evaluate this project. We also thank you for recognizing the importance of soils in the Draft EIS,

I you have any questions, please call James Greenwade in the Soils Section at 254-742-9960, Fax
(254)-742-9859.

Sincerely,

D S

LARRY B. BUTLER, Ph.D.
State Consetvationist

cc: Mike Risinger, MLRA Leader, Region 9/State Soi} Scientist, Texas
James Greenwade, Soil Scientist, NRCS, Texas
‘The Natural Resources Conservation Service provides leadership in a partnership effort 1o help people
conserve, maintain, and improve our patural resources and environment.

An Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

we have developed a

&4
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November 19, 2004

Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental Analysis
1925 K. Street N.W.

‘Washington, DC 20423

REF: Envi I Impact § M q
Finance Docket #34284 NEAUPAL
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company i \\ \ v

Constraction & Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Dear Ms. Ghosh,

In regards to the above referenced docket and the draft Envi ! Impact (EIS). We
have read the draft and feel that the Surface Transportation Board and the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) has prepared a document, which is very thorough and addresses all concerns that
have been addressed by the factions opposing Southwest Gulf Railroad and the proposed quarry by
Vulcan Materials. We can appreciate the time and effort, which goes in to something of this
magnitude.

‘We are in favor of Vulcan Materials and the proposed quarry and the proposed railway, which will
be used to transport the aggregate. We feel that this is the most environmentally friendly and safest
option.

This venture will have a very positive impact on Medina County and the surrounding area with new
jobs, increased taxes for the county and Hondo Independent School District, which can be used to
improve education programs and pay teachers what they deserve, and increased business for smalt
business who will be dealing with the quarry.

We are lifetime residents of Medina County,

Sincerely
Sy S D0 blrn AW,
Lynn F. Boehme Helen Ann Boehme
CC:  Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, DC 20423
Attn: Rnj Ghosh

STB Docket No. FD34284

4

U.S. Department of Agriculture

FARMLAND CONVERSION IMPACT RATING

PART 1 (To be completed by Federal Agency)

Date Of Land Evaluation Request 11-5-2004

Narme of Project

Soulhwes Guif Railroad Company Federal Agency lnvolved

Surface Transportation Board

Proposed Land Use

Rail Transportation County and State Medina County, Texas

PART Il (To be completed by NRCS}

Berson Completing Form. James

T IO o
Tiows The 516 cortai Frime, Uiaue, Statewids o Lacal Tmpartant Farmiand V€S NG s Trigated T Average Far G
(if 10, the FEPA does not apply - do not camplete additional parts of this form) A 44330 417
Walor Crop(s) Famabis Land i1 Gov. Jursdiction Rngunt of Facriand As Dafined in FFPA

Acres: 574,330 %67

Grain Sorghum Acres: 625600 %73

Name of Land Evaluation System Used

LESA NONE 11:16-2004

PART W (To be complated by Federal Agency)

Alternative She Rating

Sie A Site B Ste C
A. Total Acres To Be Converled Directly [Z¥] 816 62.2
B Total Acres To Be Converted Indirectly o 0 [ [
T Total Aces in 5ite 5437 B 522 &%
PART {V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Information
A Total Acres Prime And Unique Farmiand 488 772 Y B4
B. Total Acres Statewide Important of Local Important Fammiand ] [ ] [
¢ Percentage Of Farmiand in County Or Local Gowi. Unit To Be Converted 0.0001 6.0001 Go01 [ 00001
©. Pércantage OF F amiand in Govi, Jursdiction With Same OF Higher Rolative Value £ EA 5 a0
PART V (To be completed by NRCS) Land Evaluation Criterion 55 8 70 52
Relative Value of Farmland To Be Converted (Scale of 0 to 100 Points)
PART VI (To b completed by Federal Agency) Site Assessment Criteria Maximum | ite A St B Site © SteD
(Criteria are explained in 7 CFR 668.5 b, For Conigor project use form NRCS-CPA-106) | Points
1. Area In Non-urban Use (15 14 4 14 14
2. Perimeter In Nor-utban Use [T g g g
3. Percent Of Site Being Farmed O] 8 J )
4. Protection Provided By State and Local Government @) 10 0 o 4
5. Distance From Urban Buit-up Area {15) o 0 0 0
6. Distance To Urban Support Services (15) 0 0 [} [}
7. Size Of Present Famm Unit Compared To Average (10) Q 0 4 0
8, Creation Of Non-farmable Famland 0y 10 75 0 0
9. Availability Of Farm Support Services 6] 3 5 3 5
10. On-Fam Investments [EONN T 0 10 76
11. Effects Of Gonversion On Farm Support Services 10 5 5 5 B
12. Compatibilty With Existing Agricuttural Use {10} 5 5 5 5
TOTAL SITE ASSESSMENT POINTS 160 88 73 €8 68
PART VH (To be completed by Federal Agency)
Relative Value Of Farmland (From Fart V) 100 35 69 70 52
Total She Assessment (From Part Vi above or local site assessment) 160 68 73 68 [:
TOTAL POINTS (Totaf of above 2 finas) 260 123 T4z 38 20
Was A Local Ste Assessmient Ussd?
Site Selected: Date Of Selection ves [ ~o [
Reason For Selection: A= Proposed Route, ¢ ive 2.0 Ve 3
Name of Federal agency tepresentative completing this form; Date:

(See Instructions on reverse side)

Form AD-1006 {03-02)
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November 20, 2004

STB Docket No. FD 34284
Surface Transportation Board
Washington, DC 20423-0001

Attn: Rini Ghosh

Dear Ms. Ghosh,

In regards to the above referenced docket, I would like to exbress my appreciation for a
thorough job you, your staff, and your Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) bas
done on the Draft Envirc 1 Impact (EIS).

It appears that all points raised by people opposing the quarry and proposed rail way have
been addressed and proper mitigants to any issues were given to correct those issues.

My family has owned the land, which will be part of the proposed quarry for many years.
When Vulcan first approached my wife and I, we had our reservations, however after
doing research on the company and touring other sites, we decided that it was time to do
something with the land and Vulcan being a Fortune 500 company was the best fit.

The opposition has sent letters including letters to congressmen and senators expressing
issues with property rights along the proposed rail way. However they have continually
blasted the landowners who are working with Vulcan on the proposed quarry site.” What
about our property rights to do what we want.with our land? They have also brought up
condemnation of land to you and the govemment officials, however has failed to mention
that they misled landowners into thinking that if they would place deed restrictions on
their land forbidding railroads from crossing their land, that it would give them better
bargaining power. Southwest Gulf Railroad along with Vulcan has done everything
humanly possible to work with landowners to purchase the right of way at above market
price.

Railing the aggregate 7-miles to the connection point with Union Pacific is far more
environmentally friendly and tremendously safer than trucking the aggregate to the
comnection point. As I understand it, Vulcan is prepared to truck the aggregate if the
railway site is disallowed.

STB Incoming Correspondence Record Page 1 of |

Surface Transportation Board

brsoorning © : 2 Ra #EI11107
Docket #: FD 34284 0
Name of Sender: Craig Heiligman Date Received: 11/10/2004

Group: Date of Letter:

ARer reviewing the preliminary EIS on the above docket, 1t appears that the SEA has done a very thorough Job In assessing
the environment impact of the proposed rail way and the altermatives and the mitigants on any issues mentioned. 1 believe that]
he rail way is the most effective, tess ., and most envi frisndly The opposition has used

very scare tactic imaginable including saying the dust would cause asthma fo the dust would cause wrecks on Loop 410 in
San Antonia, Texas some 30 miles or sc away. Vulcan Materials Is a fortune 500 company and would, in my mind, take every
recaution necessary to make this a safe venture. This project would be a great economic boost to the county, to the schoof
kiistrict, and to the surrounding area. Please don't let the voices of a few jealous people, whose land was nat chosen, impact
the final decision on this matter. Thank you for your time and hard work.

hitp://stb.dot.gov/Ect | /ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/SDBOCAE...  1/12/2007

Page B-2

The opposition also refuses to acknowledge the economic boost this will bring to Medina
County and surronnding areas. The jobs the site will create, the taxes it will generate for
the county and Hondo Independent School District, and the revenue generation for
businesses, which will be working with Vulcan and Southwest Gulf Railroad are far more
economically beneficial then new subdivisions and trailer parks, which would be a drain
on the county’s infrastructure.

In closing, please don’t let the oppositions scare tactics, misleading comments and
misstatements of fact sway your decision to recommend the proposed railway as the best
environmental choice.

Yours truly,

Clovis Boehme

After reviewing the preliminary EIS on the above docket, it appears that the SEA has done a very thorough
job in assessing the environment impact of the proposed rail way and the altematives and the mitigants on
any issues mentioned, | believe that the rail way is the most effective, less dangerous, and most
environmentally friendly alternative. The opposition has used every scare tactic imaginable including
saying the dust would cause asthma to the dust would cause wrecks on Loop 410 in San Antonio, Texas
some 30 miles or so away. Vulcan Matetials is a fortune 500 company and would, in my mind, teke every
precaution necessary to make this a safe venture. This project would be a great economic boost to the
county, to the school district, and fo the surrounding area. Please don't let the voices of a few jealous
people, whose land was not chosen, impact the final decision on this matter. Thank you for your time and
hard work.,
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Surface Transportation Board £
ncowsing Corvespondence Record #E[-1108

o i ik

Docket #: FD 342840

Name of Sender: Craig D. Helligman Date Received: 11/22/2004
Group: Date of Letter:

B 7

As a follow up to my previous comment, | have some concerns about the public meeting slated for December 2nd. Dr
Fitzgerald of Medina County i tal Action iation has made In local papers that Vulcan must have
ritten the draft EIS, Whoever runs the meeting needs to adhere to the guidlines outfined. Dr. Fitzgerald in other public
Imeetings has tried to takeover and run the meeting his way, They will be very disruptive. Thanks again for all your hard work,

http://stb.dot.gov/Ect1/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/E3FS0ACI...  1/12/2007

STB Incoming Correspondence Record Page 1 of 1
Surface Transportation Board
Incoming Corrsapondense Regord #E1-1109

Dacket # FD 342840
Name of Sender: Craig Heiligman Date Received: 12/03/2004
Group: Date of Letter:

I wanted to thank the STB for the opportunity to speak a the public meeting held in Hondo. I'm sure anytime a project like this
is proposed, you hear all kinds of emotion feeled speeches and have to weigh each comment for actual impact on any
fenvironmental issues. Some of the facts they were thyowing out such as flooding are somewhat inflated. It recently rained 5.5
inches on my fathern-laws place on top of already wet ground and my son and | went hunting the next day and did not have
to drive through any high water what so ever. If they are bullding their houses in the creeks and water way's then it doesn't say|
much for common sense. One gentleman even said this-is a desert area. So which is it a wetland area that floods constantly
r a desert? | grew up in Hondo where a UP rallway goes right through town. Our house was 1/4 mile away and It did keep me|
lawake at night and it did shake our house to pieces. There are many historic building within a few hundred feet as you saw
hen you went to the meeting. These structures have not had any damage from vibration or neise and this railway does not
ause any floading. These trains come through Hondo every hour at a speed which is a lot faster than the train, which will be
auling aggregate. | see no issues with the rail way which would not be solved with the mitigants proposed in teh DEIS,
[Thanks
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As a follow up to my previous comment, | have some concerns about the public meeting slated for

December 2nd. Dr. Fitzgeraid of Medina County Environmental Action Association has made comments in

local papers that Vulcan must have written the draft £1S. Whoever runs the meeting needs to adhere to
the guidlines outlined. Dr. Fitzgerald in other public meetings has tried to takeover and run the meeting
his way. They will be very disruptive. Thanks again for alt your hard work.

Submitters” Comments

| wanted to thank the STB for the opportunity to speak a the public meeting held in Hondo: I'm
sure anytime a project like this is proposed, you hear all kinds of emotion feefed speeches and
have to weigh each comment for actual impact on any environmentat issues. Some of the facts
they were throwing out such as flooding are somewhat inflated. It recently rained 5.5 inches on
my father-in-laws place on top of already wet ground and my son and | went hunting the next day
and did not have to drive through any high water what so ever. If they are building their houses in
the creeks and water way’s then it doesn't say much for common sense. One gentleman even
said this is a desert area. So which is it a wetland area that floods constantly or a desert? | grew
up in Hondo where a UP railway goes right through town. Our house was 1/4 mile away and it
did keep me awake at night and it did shake our house to pieces. There are many historic
building within a few hundred feet as you saw when you went to the meeting. These structures
have not had any damage from vibration or noise and this railway does not cause any flooding.
These trains come through Hondo every hour at a speed which is a lot faster than the train, which
will be hauling aggregate. | see no issues with the rail way which would not be solved with the
mitigants proposed in teh DEIS. Thanks

Attached file follows on next page



My name is Craig Heiligman. I am the son-in-law to Clovis Boehme, one of the
Jandowners of the proposed quarry site. I was born and raised here in Hondo, Texas,
graduated from Hondo High Schoeol and now live in Castroville with my family,

First of all I wanted to thank the Surface Transportation Board and its Section of
Environmental Analysis (SEA) for a very thorough and well-written Draft Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS). The man-hours and investigation time must have been
tremendous, The opposition has made claims in local papers that Vulcan must have
written the report. If I spent all that time and effort on a report of this magnitude a
comment like that would be very upsetting.

1 feel the draft EIS addressed all concerns raised by the opposition and proper mitigants
were included for those concerns. It is evident that the rail way is the best option to
transport the aggregate from the site to the connection point. I can’t believe the
opposition would rather have the trucks instead of the railway.

This project will be a great economic boost to Medina County and the Hondo
Independent School District in the form of tax dollars, jobs, and increased revenues for
small business who will benefit from Vulcan's presence.

The opposition has used every scare tactic imaginable plus tried in every way to delay
this project. As a person who grew up in Medina County, I am in shock that people I've
known all my life can be brainwashed by these scare tactics and allow outsiders who
move here to control them. They convinced these people to place restrictive covenants
on their land barring railways and then scream property rights. However when it comes
to the property rights of the landowners like my father-in-law where the quarry will be,
they don’t think they should have any rights. The opposition would rather see
subdivisions and trailer parks, which are popping up everywhere rather than a fortune 500
Company like Vulcan, who would provide a boost to the economy rather than a drain on
the county’s infrastructure.

As mentioned I graduated from Hondo High School. I can’t believe that the school board
is not fighting tooth and nail for this project, which would bring in thousands of tax
dollars. Dollars, which can be used to pay teachers the kind of pay they deserve.
Dollars, which could be used to increase and expand programs to better educate the
students of the school district. There must be school board members who have personal
agendas rather than looking out for what’s best for the school district. I am glad to hear
that the Castroville Chamber of Commerce and the Mayor of Castroville have made
positive comments in regards to this project. It’s time Hondo stepped up to the plate and
backed this project, which would be a boost to the county’s economy.

Once again [ want to thank the Surface Transportation Board and its Section of
Environmental Analysis for all their hard work.

| am the son-in-law of one of the land owners of the proposed quarry site. | wanted to thank the
STB and its SEA for letting me speak at the recent public meeting in Hondo. | thought the DEIS
was well written and addressed all concerns brought up by the opposition and spelfled out
mitigants for any findings. The opposition continues to make emation filled statements full of
scare tactics. |I'm sure that common sense will prevail when the final EIS is sent to be approved.
At the meeting the other night, you would have thought that Quihi is a swamp, the way people
were talking and then one gentleman said it was a desert. | guess they are covering all their
bases. They are worried about flooding. My father-in-law's place had 5.5 inches of rain the other
day on already wet ground and my son and | had no problem going hunting and did not have to
drive through any high water. [f these people are huilding their homes in creeks and areas prone
to high water, then that should say something about common sense. The opposition also brought
up negative facts about Vulcan from other parts of the country. As with any large company, there
will be incidents happen. But they would not continue to be a Fortune 500 company if there were
major problems. | grew up in Hondo where the railway goes right through town. Our house was
1/4 of a mile from the track. Trains come through every hour. | did not loose any sleep nor did
our house fall to pieces. As you saw on your way to the Fair Hall, there are a number of historic
buildings in downtown Hondo that are a within feet of the raitway. These building have sustained
no damage from vibration. Hondo has continued to survive with the trains. These trains come
through at a lot faster speed than the proposed trains will be moving from the quarry. The
opposition acts like the county roads which will be passed are interstate highways and there will
be major traffic jams. Look at all the millions of miles of railways all over the U.S., which cross
major thoroughfares and highways with no problems. This is only a 7 mile track and will have no
adverse impact on the environment, historic buildings, flooding, noise, or traffic. Please don't let
the emotion filled scare tactics made by the opposition influence the final EIS. This project would
be a great economic boost to the county and school district.

Thank You.
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T'am the son-in-iaw of one of the land owners of the proposed quarry site. | wanted to thank the STB and its SEA for letting
& speak at the recent public meeting in Hondo. | thought the DEIS was well written and addressed all concerns brought up
lby the opposition and spelied out mitigants for any findings. The opposition continues to make emotion filled statements full of

lscare tactics. I'm sure that common sense will prevail when the final EIS is sent to be approved. At the meeting the other
night, you would have thought that Quihi is a swamp, the way people were talking and then one gentleman said it was a
liesert, | guass they are covering all their bases. Thay are worrted about flooding. My father-in-law's place had 5.5 inches of
ain the other day on already wet ground and my son and | had no problem going hunting and did not have to drive through
lany high water. If these people are building their homes in creeks and areas prone to high water, then that should say
something about common sense. The opposition also brought up negative facts about Vuican from other parts of the country.
IAs with any farge company. there will be incidents happen. But they wouild not continue to be a Fortune 500 company if there
ere major problems. | grew up in Hondo where the railway goes right through town. Our house was 1/4 of a mile from the
rack, Trains come through every hour. | did not loase any sleep nor did our house fall to peces. As you saw on your way to
he Falr Hall, there are a number of historic buildings in downtown Hondo that are a within feet of the railway. These building
ave sustained no damage from vibration. Hondo has continued to survive with the trains. These trains come through at a lot
raster speed than the proposed trains will be moving from the quarry. The opposition acts like the county roads which wilf be
passed are interstate highways and there will be major traffic jams, Look at all the millions of miles of railways all over the
1U.S., which cross major thoroughfares and highways with no problems. This is only 2 7 mile track and will have no adverse
fimpact an the environment, historic buildings, fiooding, noise, or traffic. Please don't let the smotion filled scare tactics made
y the opposition influence the finat £1S. This project wauld be a great economic boost to the county and school district.

[Thank You.

frnage Atk
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Ms. Ghosl
At the recent meeting in Medina County, you were shown a newspaper with headlines stating that the SGR permit had been
lgranted. I, perhaps because | was seated near the back of the room, was unable to hear your response. Has this permit

iread been lssued? if so, why did we go through this meeting? Your response Is requested. Thank you, Jacqueline W.
IConrad
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Submitter’s Comments

Ms. Ghosh:

At the recent meeting in Medina County, you were shown a newspaper with headlines stating that the
SGR permit had been granted. |, perhaps because | was seated near the back of the room, was unable to
hear your response. Has this permit alread been issued? If so, why did we go through this meeting?
Your response is requested. Thank you, Jacqueline W. Conrad

Submitter's Comments:

Ms.Rutson,

At the recent meeting in Medina County, you were shown a newspaper with headlines stating that the
SGR permit had been granted. |, perhaps because | was seated near the back of the room, was unable to
hear your response. Has the permit been issued? If so, why was there a meeting? Your resonse is
requested. Thank you.

Jacqueline W. Conrad
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Docket #. FD 342840
Name of Sender. Jacqueline W, Canrad
Group: MCEAA, Inc.

Date Received: 12/06/2004

Date of Letter.

= s
Ms.Rutson,
IAt the recent meeling in Medina County, you were shown a newspaper with headlines stating that the SGR permit had been
lranted, |, perhaps because | was seated near the back of the room, was unable to hear your response. Has the permit been
issued? If so, why was there a meeting? Your resonse is requested. Thank you

acqueline W, Conrad

2 A
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Ms. Rutson,

Il want to thank you for your telephone response to my recent e-mail regarding the meeting in Hondo, Texas regarding the
[Castroville Newspaper Headlines. | was not the lady that brought the newspaper to your attention. | was in the audience, |

ould like to request that you put your answer to me in written form by simply repling to me at my e-mail address that is listed
labove. Thank you. Jacque Conrad
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Submitter’s Comments

Ms. Rutson,
f want to thank you for your telephone response to my recent e-mail regarding the meeting in Hondo,

Texas regarding the Castroville Newspaper Headlines. | was not the lady that brought the newspaper to
your attention. | was in the audience. | would like to request that you put your answer to me in written
form by simply repling to me at my e-mail address that is listed above. Thank you. Jacque Conrad
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Finance Docket No. 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Construction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Public Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form
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Address
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w I wish to speak today.
% 1 do not want to speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.

T3t wish to submit a written comment, but d niot want it read at today's meeting,
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Medina County, Texas

Pubtic Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form

Name ?/70.5% /1 (’)Z)C/
pairess (071 (R 969 Hrwdo

g/ltish to speak today.
{ do not want to speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.

7t wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.

Mu\ WS\bOJw;é ond T ot howmeawnen: s /1&(@;[
actss e steeod Logm Q(?;Doiicﬂ o
Our daily commute dn cwecle dnd ol
il be mipeded by e trmposed Soil lice,
e_are (ost cmncerned. by e cectaln.
lerpa:{' ”'\"@ N\M‘e@&cd /OIOO&L‘)AO O‘@ (\OOKI(S‘
YealCe hazocds introduced) ot ((Ha‘sedwfﬁ
aod _the destoucton oL ew e qualidw
o oue dic, coader and oeace Ll DJILX\/\%‘V\W/Y%'
(e ace 0000 m} +o the. peepoRe SAR

cail s (
S

Helizdg
Ry

Surface Transportation Board / Section of Enviranmental Analysis

Finance Docket No. 34284
Southwest Gulf Raifroad Company
Construction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Public Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form
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Name

Address

3 1wisho speak today.

0

&Zf 1 wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.
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[ do not want to speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.
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Comment Form Comment Form
Chaglotte Adams
Name Jc‘:)\’/(e Landyam Name R lntfe ams
Address 706 (R _A5Y Hondo TX Address #0 [0 0):}?1 W5
T iwishto speak today. 1 1wishte speak today.
1 tdonot wantto speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting. Q/ I do not want to speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.
N | wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today's meeting. {3 i wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.
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Surface Transportation Board / Section of Environmental Analysis

Finance Docket No. 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Construction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

December 2, 2004

Surface Transportation Board

Case Control Unit Public Meetings

Washington D.C. 20423 December 2, 2004
Attn: Rini Ghosh ’
STB Docket No. FD 34284 Comment Form

Rini Ghosh,

I am Archie Gerdes. My land is being divided in two by the rail Name Omn QMSd(.H
line between Dunlay and the quarry site. This land has been in

my family since 1891. Address 8%&%&@%___

Will I be compensated for the loss of deer, hog and other game §V|+-< 300
hunting? This a big economic factor for Medina County and ) :

. . today.
myself. All my improvements are on the west side of the ranch. I wish to speak today

Will Vulcan pay for a water well, pens, barn and utilities? T 1 do not want to speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.
Will Vulcan keep up easement fence and keep noxious weeds out?
&{ 1 wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.
Will Vylcan be responsible for clean-up of de-railment and/or

chemical spill? Also, will I be compensated for the devaluatior
of my property and flood damage due to tresle or bridges over
Elm and Quihi creeks; who will pay for this?

Who will pay me for forced sale of livestock?

The four mile water hole is the only source of water I have in
this one pasture. It is ppring fed and has never gone dry.
Indian Scouts watered their horses there in the early days.

If it goes dry will Vulcan drill me a well?

Archie Gerdes
450 CR 351
Hondo, TX 78861 Page B-7




Statement of Darrell Brownlow, Ph.D,,
Technical Advisor te Soutk Gulf Railroad
Before the Surface Transportation Board
Hondo, Texas
December 2, 2004

My name is Darrell Brownlow and I am a technical advisor for Vulcan Materials
Company and Southwest Gulf Railroad.

Vulcan Materials Company and Southwest Gulf Railroad thanks the S.E.A., for
its hard work in preparing a very comprehensive and objective draft

envir I impact t that addresses each of the matters relevant to
the environmental review of this proposed project. While Southwest Gulf
Railroad is likely to offer the S.E.A. some more detailed comments in writing on
the proposed mitigation measures before January 10, in general we concur with
the S.E.A.’s assessment of the impacts of the proposed rail line.

The draft envir | impact finds that, with the proposed
mitigations, the line could be built along the preferred route or two other
alternative routes. Southwest Gulf Railroad will, of course, await the outcome of
the environmental review and the entire S.T.B. process. Assuming there is no
change in this result, Southwest Gulf Railroad continues to believe that its
preferred route is the best alternative, In addition to the S.E.A.’s generally
positive conclusions about the preferred route, it is also the shortest route and

d

the fewest | S.

Southwest Gulf Railroad believes that the mitigation proposed by the S.E.A. is
generally acceptable, although it will offer some comments on certain of the
mitigation measures. The S.E.A. has done a thorough job in taking into account
the views of people and groups in the area of the proposed line. Southwest Gulf
Railroad believes that the proposed mitigation measures should address the
cause of their concerns.

As directed by the proposed mitigation measures, Southwest Gulf Railroad
intends to work with the appropriate local, state and federal agencies to ensure
that the public interest is protected on matters such as flooding concerns, traffic
safety and cultural resources, among other issues identified in the draft

Envir tal Impact §

Southwest Gulf Railroad and Vulcan continue to stand ready to consult with
persons or groups interested in constructive dialogue on the rail line as the
process moves forward. Thank you,

Statement of Tom Ransdell, Project Manager, Southwest Gulf Railroad
Before the Surface Transportation Board
Hondo, Texas
December 2, 2004

Good evening. I’m Tom Ransdell, project manager for this Southwest Gulf
Railroad project and on the proposed quarry here in Medina County.

P’d like to thank the members of the Surface Transportation Board for their
investment of time and resources in this project, and for the thoroughness of the
draft Envir I Impact S prepared by the agency’s Section of
Environmental Analysis.

The draft E1S identifies a total of 47 recommended mitigation measures,
including many measures which we had voluntarily incorporated inte our own
planning for the project.

We are encouraged that the draft EIS concludes that the building of the rail line
would not result in significant adverse environmental impacts, provided that the
specified mitigation measures are implemented.

We understand that a significant new project like this raises questions and
concerns in the community, While those concerns were addressed in the draft
EIS, there are several I would like to address specifically.

Regarding traffic and safety in the area, I would like to point out that our trains
will travel at low speeds of 25 miles per hour or less. The volume of rail traffic
we are proposing from the quarry would be light. Trains would pass through
road crossings in less than five minutes — not the long traffic delays that some
have predicted. Finally, the rail would operate with the appropriate safety
measures recommended by the Texas Department of Transportation and the
Federal Railroad Administration,

Many claims have been made about water supplies in the area. The draft EIS
concluded that with mitigation, the raif line would not significantly impact area
water resources ~ including aquifers or wetlands in the areas of streams and
creeks - nor would it result in flooding. The fact fs, well ed rail lines
that follow the guidelines of federal and local water management agencies do not
contribute to flooding concerns.

Over the past few years, we have ited with a ber of water

agencies, including the Edwards Aquifer Authority, to evaluate any potential
concerns. The fuel storage will be located off the recharge zone. Likewise, the
rail route would be primarily south of the recharge zone.
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Finance Docket No. 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Construction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Public Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form

Name DDJILM @fM)dw
Address 800 [SOM Zﬁu& 5)”"( gDD S&/\ ANND ,TX 752“9

3 1wishto speak today.
3 1donotwantto speak but would tike SEA to read my comments at the meeting.

m | wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at teday’s meeting.

« Finally, if I may say a word about the quarry, I would like to point out the very
real benefits of this quarry to Medina County and to Texas. The $30 million we
would invest wonld provide a significant economic boost to Medina County.
Once operating, the quarry would be the largest private employer and the
largest source of tax revenue in the County, generating an estimated $7.5 million
in annual direct and indirect economic benefits. Notably, an estimated $650,000
in annual County taxes will be paid by Vulcan, $400,000 of which will directly
benefit local schools.

e For all these reasons, Vulcan Materials is committed to this railroad project -
and to doing it right. I would add that we are serious about our commitment to
being a good neighbor, and we take great care to work closely with our
neighbors in the communities where we operate, We are convinced ~ and the
results of the draft Envir I Impact S support this -- that rail is
the best option for serving our quarry and this is a project that will work in
Medina County. Thank you.
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Public Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form

Name JAQK LO\)&
Address PO’ BQ% 3o\ V\/\LCQr TX7ZOS—(O

/ \SLQ\)L L{L,G_ nel Zevo —
E{ 1 wish to speak today.

3 1donotwantto speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.

| wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.
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capacity, the Edwards Aquifer has in fact tremendous permeability, allowing whatever
oceurs on the surface of the recharge zone to rapidly find its way into the aquifer. 1
emphasize this because the inexact science of geology allows for different interpretations
and we all know paid consultants (of which I am not one) will skew the facts toward the
side of their client. The undeniable fact is that the Edwards Aquifer transmits fluids and
some particulates with amazing capacity. Why would a governmental agency ever
facilitate this type of activity over the recharge zone? Knowing the proximity of this site
to our water wells at Plant No. 5, why should the only water supply for these 700
families be placed at risk? Paid consultants for Vulcan/Southwest Gulf Railroad will argue
that the risk is negligible. Even if the risk were negligible, why should these families and
East Medina County Special Utility District have to bear it?

I have worked in an extractive industry, upstream oil exploration and production,
for nearly 25 years. We would dearly love to have the “right of condemnation” as a tool
to help us make money., But that is not how the American Free Enterprise System
works, that is how Totalitarian governments work. If you allow Vulcan under the guise
of Southwest Gulf Railroad to condemn these peoples land for the sole benefit of a
private industry T fear not only for their water, I fear for their freedom.

wmful!y yours,
Ty )

Timothy 1 Hitdenbrand
Vice President
East Medina County Special Utility District
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EAST MEDINA COUNTY
SPECIAL UTILITY DISTRICT
16313 FM 471 SOUTH
DEVINE, TEXAS 78016
(830) 709-3879 FAX (830) 772-4082
www. emesud.dst.tx.us
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December 2, 2004

Attn: STB Finance Docket 34284

Ms. Victoria 1. Rutson

Chief of Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C, 20423-0001

Re:  Proposed Southwest Gulf Railroad Company Rail Construction
Medina County, Texas
STB Finance Docket No, 34284

Dear Ms. Rutson:

My name is Timothy Hildenbrand. I am an elected public official residing in
Medina County, Texas serving as Director and Vice President of the East Medina County
Special Utility District. 1 have a Bachelor of Science degree in Geological Engineering and
am a Licensed Professional Geoscientist in the State of Texas.

East Medina County Special Utility District’s Plant No. 5 lies approximately 5.5
miles south of the proposed Vulcan quarry. The proposed rail line would be constructed
to service and facilitate the proposed quarry and would run near our Plant No. 5. East
Medina’s Plant No. 5 consists of various elevated storage facilities but most importantly
two municipal water wells drilled into the Edwards Aquifer. These two wells and aquifer
serve approximately 30% of our nearly 2,400 local customers on a daily basis and is the
sole source of supply for water for over 700 families.

How can the Surface Transportation Board rule on the proposed Southwest Gulf
Railroad Company issue without an exhaustive environmental impact study on the effects
of the proposed quarry sitting on the Edwards Aquifer Recharge Zone? My initial
research and study have lead me to conclude that the only 100% guarantee that I can make
to my constituency that the proposed Vulcan quarry will not pollute the aquifer in the
vicinity of Plant No. 5, is for it not to be constructed. The effects of rain and point
source pollutants on the Edwards Aquifer are immediate and dramatic. In the last week
alone, water inside Natural Bridge Caverns, located northeast and in the aquifer, rose over
70° concurrent with the recent rains, My point is that although it has good filtering

é Office Hours 9:00 AM — 4:00 PM Monday Thru Friday &

\ Surface Transportation Board / Section of Environmenta! Analysis

finance Docket No. 34264
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Censtruction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Public Meetings
December 2, 2004

Comment Form

Name ;Lé’t M (%M [
Address 71)0 KJW 58 g D Tﬁ@ Mf)f 7‘)‘( 7802L

3 1wishto speak today.
{3 1donotwantto speak but would like SEA to read my comments at the meeting.

;@\ 1 wish to submit a written comment, but do not want it read at today’s meeting.
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Docket No. FD 34284

Attached map submitted by the Medina County Environmental Action Association at the public
meetings on December 2, 2004. Original copy is in color.
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‘The Honorable Vemon A. Williams
Secretary

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street NW

‘Washington, D.C. 20423

Case#: 2028573~ B

Dear Sccretary Williams:

Enclosed please find correspondence from my constituent, Dr. Robert Pitzgerald, President of
o the Medina County Environmental Action Association (MCEAA) of Quihi, Texas. The
MCEAA's membership is requesting an extension of 60 - 90 days 10 the Surface 1ransportation
Board's public comment period for the Southwest Gult Railroad Company's proposed rail line
construction in Medina County, Texas.

Please review this matter and respond To me at my San Antonio district office. My District
Constituent Liaison, Gabriel Lozano, will work with me on this case and can be contacred at the
number listed below if you require assistance.

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

’g Sincerely,
P
Henry Bonilla
Member of Congress
Hi3:gl
Enclosure
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December 8, 2004

Congressman Henry Bonilla
11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Fax: 210-697-9185

Re: Proposed Quarry and Rail Ling ~ Medina County

Vulcan Materials Co/Southwest Gulf Railroad

Surface Transportation Board Finance Docker 34284
Dear Congressman Bonilla:
We respectfully request your assistance in abtaining a 60 or 90 day extension to the comment period
on the DS presented by the STB ta the people of Medina Connty. This comment period is presently
scheduled Lo expire on January 10, 2005,

‘We have stated the reasons for this request in the accompanying fetter to the S1B.

Pleasc subinit our letter for the extension to the Surface Transponalion Baard an our hehalf.
Again, we want io thank you for the hard work you do for the peaple in Medina County.

Sincerely,

Q,( ([j & é7 7—«'{}/&4(‘«@#

r. Bob Fitegerald, President
MCEAA, Inc.

MEEAM, «.‘Zw,ﬁf‘jw(ﬂ‘\%m&, el M%W

Helizel
vl

. > . P

\% M ﬁoﬂﬂ{,y/ Jwvywﬂ/rz(///d/ ,/{c{/m& ,‘4&201%(2&0/2/, Vo
202 CR 4530, HONDLO. TX 7881 B 8307415040
www. dontmesswithquihi com - 8304262080

December 8, 2004

Victoria Rutson

Surlace Transportation Board
1923 K Street, NW
Washington. D C. 20423-0001

Re:  Vulean Materials/Southwest Gulf Raifroad
Medina County Project
Finance Docke( 34284

Dear Ms, Rutson:

MCEAA, Inc. members wish to thank the SEA section of STB for your recent visit to Hondo. We
appreciale the sincere attention you and your staff as well as niembers of the URS environmental team

displayed.

On Deccrmber 3, 2004, members of the MCEAA Inc, discussed at length the content of the recent
meeting We wish 1o relate to you the following requests and questions. We would appreciate answers
ax soon s possible to these questions.

. MCEAA wishes to re-emphasize our demand {or a connected action EIS between the railroad
and the quarry. Seven hundred sixty-six people signed a request that STB study both the quarry and
the rail line becausc they are connected actions. These two projects are inscparable. Ax repeatedly
stated (beginning with our initial comact with $T1 in our Petition to Revoke) without the rail line
the quarry would not exist Conversely, without the quarry, the Southwest Gulf Railroad rail line
would not exist. As proof, who would build a rail line 1w nowhere? STB has properly ordered an
FIS on the raif line. Tt ynust order an RIS on the quarry. which we all know is a connected action to
the rail line, and nol a cumulative effect of the rail line. STB must not shirk its” lawful
responsibility. The environment in Medina County must not be jeopardized by default. There is no
other agency, state or federal, that is authorized to snudy the environmental impact of the quarry,
which is connected to the rail line

When will the decision concerning reconsideration of the connected action between the proposcd
quarry and SGR be made?

2. When will MCEAA, fne. be notified?

3. Who will muke this decision, the SEA scciion or some other section or divisian of
the STB or another government agency?

12-08-04 06:83pm  From-US REP HENRY BONILLA 210-897-9185 T-749  P.004/004 F-838
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December 8, 2004

Victoria Rutson

Surface T'ransportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re:  Vulcan Materials/Southwest Guif Rsilroad
Medina County Project
Finance Docket 34284

Dear Ms, Rurson:

We are requesting a 80 or 90 day extension of the comment period on the DS of the above project.
This comment period is presently scheduled to expire January 10, 2005,

We koow you realize that everyone is busy with holiday plans, travel, entcrtaining, shopping, gucsts,
etc., at this time. This is the busiest 1ime of the year for everyone, Holiday activities alons exclude
almost any other cndeavor. Therefore, it is much more difficult for many people o respond before
Janmary 10, It is a great injustice to require all those concerned 10 Tespond during the limited time they
have between now and January 10 on a proposed project that will impact Medina County flor
generations,

Prior to the meeting on December 2, 2004, we requesied to not have that public mecting and 30-day
comment period dusing the busy holiday season, but our request was acknowledged. la view of the
above and STB's refusal to hold workshops for the public, we request the comment period be extended
for 80 or 90 days.

We are seeking the assistance of Senator John Comyn and Cangressman Henry Bonilla in securing this
extension. We anticipate that they will contact you in this regard.

Sincerely, .
PEENSTEN y
QU Reabent ¥ f‘c(t,%
Dr. Robert T. Fitegerald, Prefident
MCEAA, Inc.
CC: Senator John Cornyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
State Senator Frank Madla
State Representalive Tracy King

Will Carter, BMA

4. As you undoubredly learned, there was unanimous agreement from those
commenlors critical of the raitroad routes concerning the lack of information on how
problems in many areas would be handled, as well as what the impact would be on the
respective part of the environment. Specifically, we are amazed that STB would not determine
the environmental damage from flooding and traffic to water sources, and cultural and historic
areas, caused by the ratlroad

We are also greatly dismayed that STB would even consider issuing a permit 10 SGR

and then allow SGR to do as they pleased in dealing with these problems. We do not believe the
paorly stated and ill-defined mitigation clauses in the DEELS will in any way prevent irreparable
environmental damage. Because the DEIS is grossly inadequate and leaves so many of our scoping
questions unanswetred, we ask, Why is (his? Why did the URS Corporation, {a reportedly respectable
firm), limit it’s research and findings in the very arcas we had pointed out? Was it due to a lack of
funding? Or time restrictions iHlegally imposed by Vulean and allowed by STB? Certainly thesc
questions deserve answers, just 45 we had faith that our scoping comments and questions would be
answered

We wish to point out that the validity of the entire URS report has been questioned by the

fact that there may be biased findings due to a conflict of interest by URS. As you learned, this {irm
also studied the inteprity of the Medina Lake Dam, as noted by Will Carter, director of BMA.
Corporation, which owns the Medina Lake Dam. The impact of the quarry being on the same fault
iincs as the Medina Lake Dam and the dam’s associated relicf wells, needs careful and detailed studies.

We also are requesting that you please send a copy of the sign-in list of those attending both meetings,
as well as the list of those speaking at both meetings, on December 2, 2004

Sincerely,

On Bl 7%01&1,2,/

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President
MCEAA, Inc

CC: Senator Jahn Cornyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
State Senator Frank Madla
State Representative Tracy King
Will Carter, BMA

/fl@i’{/ﬁ/{/, <%r4,( /)‘r( gour .7@7/&, SHealtt, and %fdz‘?y(/
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December 8. 2004

Congressman Henry Bonilta

11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antouio, Texas 78230
Fax: 210-697-9185

Re Proposed Quarry and Rail Line - Medina County
Vulcan Matcerials Co/Southwest Gulf Railroad
Surface Transportation Board Vinance Docket 34284

Dear Congressman Bonilla

We: respectfully request your assistance in obtaining a 60 or 90 day extension to the comment period
on the DES presenied by the STR 1o the people of Medina County. This comment period is presently
scheduled to expire on January 10, 2005

We have stated the reasons for this request in the accompanying letter 1o the STB.

Please submit our letter for the extension to the Sustace Transportation Board on our behalf.
Again, we want to thank you for the hard work you do for the people in Medina County,

Sincerely,

P Bod 71/};{44425
Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President
MCEAA, Inc.

MGEAA, Tre. S gonr Home, Flealth, and 4%'}12‘1‘7%
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December 8, 2004

Congressman Henry Bonilla
11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Fax: 210-697-9185

Re Proposed Quarry and Rail Line - Medina County
Vulcan Materials Co/Southwost Gulf Railroad
Surface Transportation Board Finance Dockel 34284

Dear Congressman Bonilla

We respectfully request your awareness and assistance in ohraining answers to the questions and
comments in the enclosed letter from MCIEAA to the Surface Transportation Board. We betieve these
questions and comments arc justified following the public meeting held December 2, 2004, which was
attended by approximately 200 citizens, inllonde, Texas,

We are requesting that you please submit the cnclosed letter o the Surface Transportation Board on
our behalf

We wish 1o thank you for allowing Gabe Lozano to represent you at this very important meeting
concerning a proposed project that will greatly affect the fiture of Medina County, We truly appreciate
your suppoit of the people in the Quihi area

Sincerely,

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President
MCEAA, Inc.

MEEAA Frc, for gowr Home, Tlealih, and Heritage
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December 8, 2004

Vietoria Rutson

Surface Transportation Board
1625 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Re:  Vulcan Materials/Southwest Gulf Railroad
Medina County Project
Finance Docket 34284

Dear Ms. Rutson

We are requesting a 60 or 90 day extension of the comment period on the DELS of the above project.
This comment period is presently scheduled to expire January 10, 2005

We know you realize that everyone is busy with holiday plans, travel, entertaining, shopping. guests,
etc., ar this time. This is the busiest time of the year for everyone Holiday activities alone exclude
almost any other endeavor. Therefore, it is much more difficult for many people to respond before
January 10. Itis a great injustico to require alf those concerned to respond during the limited time they
have between now and January 10 on a proposed project that will impact Medina County for
generations,

Prior to the meeting on Pecember 2, 2004, we requested to not have that public meeting and 30-day
comment period during the busy holiday scason, but our request was acknowledged. Tn view of the
above and $TB’s refusal to hold workshops for the public, we request the comment period be extended
for 60 or 90 days

We are seeking the assistance of Senator John Cornyn and Congressman Henry Bonilia in securing this
extension. We anticipate thar they will contact you in this regard

Sincerely,

Dr. Robert T, Fitzgerald, Pre! d nt

MCEAA, Inc,

CC: Senator Joln Cornyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
Srare Senator Frank Madla
State Ropresentative Tracy King
Will Carter, BMA

MEEAA, T
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December 10. 2004

Victoria Rutson, Chiet,
Section on Lnvironmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board ) XJ
1925 K Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001{

Fax 202-365-9000 P

Re: Finance Docket 34284
Dear Ms, Rutson:

The purpose of this letter is to inform the Surface Transportation Board of an upcoming rail study on
the San Antonio area railroads

An article in the December 8, 2004 San Antonio Express-News, stated the study will look at recent
callisions. how railroads intersect with streets and how much and what kind of freight gocs through
the San Antonio area.

MCEAA, Inc. would tike to know if the $T13 will participate in this study. 1f so, it must take into
account the impact of the proposed SGR shipment of at least 1000 cars per week (S million tons per
annum) going through San Antonio as well as (he upcoming (reight from the new Toyota plant in
southwest Bexar County that will also use this line

If $TR is not involved in this study, MCEAA, Inc. requests the name of any known Federal agency
that would cither conduct or be involved with the study

We would like a prompt reply to these questions in view of the very limited amount of time we have 1o

comment on the DEIS
Sincerely,
W”/ . x%;&(ﬁ,w

Dr. Robert T. Fitzgerald, President
Encl. Asticle - San Antonio Express News 12-8-04

Ce: Senator John Cornyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
State Senator Frank Madla
State Representative Tracy King



County kicks in $25, 000 for rail

safety study

Several agencies are
partnering in response
to string of crashes.
R
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Continuing to geupple with an
issue over which thay have no
authority Bexar County com-
missioners  voted  Tuesday 1o
spend $25000 partnering on a
halfmiltion-dellar study of ares
raidroads.
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collisions, how railroads inler-
sect with streets, and how much
and what kind of freight goes
through the San Antonio ares.

Bexar County Judge Nelson
led for rail operator
lic to step up i
safety  programs after severa)
train accidents, including two
that claimed {ive lives, He's alsu
pushing & egions) rail relocs.
tion plan

The  Metrapulitan  Plansing
Organization will put up $50,000,
the ciry is considering another
$25,000, and Texas Department
vf Transportation alse will help

WEDONESDAY. K'Y,

should Kick olf iy the spring
suid Seth Mitchell, the sounty's
chief of stall, UP will coopesite
in the srady

Wollt said TNDOT is paying
more attention W rail service
and how it can take pressure off
highways, “where before they
never really even mentioned the
word ‘rul

He alse said state Jesders ane
talking about a cail relocation
bond of $200 mitlion that could
be used to leverage 32 billion, of
which Central Texas ontitiss
could snag 3 percentage o put
toward their proposed projects.

HEI-12¢3

Mrs. A, H. Guerra
422 CR 421
Hondo, Texas 78861

The study will look st recent on the  l8-month study

O

@m’ has little power hut can

make a fot of noise, comminsion-

s uccepted a petition of nearly
000 stgnatures ftom  Helotes
resident John Eakin protesting
a Wad-Mart proposed al the edge
of the Northwest Bexar Coanty
town

Eakin, who said wore than
BO signatures came from Hel-
ofes citizens angry with the pro-
posed site on Scenic Loop Road,
found  some support for his
cause among the comanission-
ers.

“T can't imagine a woyse site,”
said Commissioner Lyle Larson.

Wolll' told Eakin that state

E. G. Rod Pittman. Chairnuan
William W, Meadows, Member
Durio Vidal Guerra, Jr., Mensber

1o provide feadership, planning, financial assistance, information, and education for the conservation and

December 6, 2004

Victoria Rutson, Chief

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street NW
Washington, DC 20423-001

Re: Draft Environmental Impact Statement —

Dear Ms. Rutson:

Sen, Frank Midla of San Anto
nio has offered to introduce a
bill in the Legislaturé’s upcom
ing regular session dealing with
the issue. Mudla, who has fam:
ily land nearby, has sent a letter
to Wal-Mart opposing a store at
the Helotes site,

Commissioner Paul Elzondo
said Sheriff Ralph Lopez has
some authonty 10 enforce devel:
opment standards on the project
— such as trudtic and dralnage
— and that Lopez has offered

“w make sure that's given ex-
treme due mluzrnce if you know
what I mean.”

In her reguiar veport to com-

1. Kevin Ward
Executive Aditinistraior

Arcansed

missoners  on the  curent
county jail populistion, detention
population.  monitor  Kristie
Blust said the number of w-
mates was down Lo 3,755, or W4
percent of capacity. ‘that's » hair
oll the sherifl's stoted ideal ot 80
percent. The population is down
inn part due 1o seasonal patrerns,
Blust said.

And congmissianers voted to
give the new children's court
five deputies instead of four
ter  Chiet  Deputy  ennis
McKnight askee for six, citing
the facility's security nesds,

eallentiwxpre

thai  In another issue whe

the

. Jack Hunt, Vice Chairinan
Thomsas Weir Labatt 1L Member
James E. Herring, Meniber

tHel
12/1e [o4

Finance Docket No. 34284

-lze6 ¢
s

As a result of budget reductions incurred over the past 18 months, the Texas Water
Development Board no longer has resources to review reports such as the Environmental
Impact Statement for the Southwest Gulf Railroad Company Construction and Operation
Exemption, Medina County, Texas. Please do not hesitate to give me a call at (512) 936-
0813 if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Bill Mullican
Deputy Executive Administrator

Office of Planning

c Dr. Barney Austin, Director ~ Surface Water Resources, Texas Water
Development Board

Qur Mission

P.O. Box 13231 « 1700 N. Congress Avenue « Austin, Texas 78711-3231
Telephone (312) 463-7847 + Fax (512) 475-2053 » 1-800-RELAYTX ifor the hearing impaired)
URIL Address: Rilp: /1w twilb.stite, o s « B-Mail Address: info@twdb.state.tx. o3
TNRIS - The Texus Information Gateway « W Ineis.site. 4% us
A Member af the Texax Geographic Information Council (TGIC)

of water for Texas.

December 3, 2004

Ms. Rini Ghosh

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, DC 20423

RE: STB Docket #FD 34284

Dear Ms. Ghosh,

Thank you for attending the meeting last night (December 2™) at the Medina County
Fairgrounds Hall, along with the representatives of the Surface Transportation Board
and Vulcan Materials. The presentation was very helpful. The fact that several
representatives of Vulcan Materials were there to explain their proposal, and to take
public comments, was a sign that they were trying to educate and also listen to the folks
in Hondo. This irreversibie change to our lives merits further study as to its effect on the
environment and the people and homes surrounding it

My objections to the proposed quarry are as follows:

a. The loud sounds, polluted air smells, and traffic problems will be very difficuit to
tolerate.

b. The water that we drink will be polluted by run-off from the quarry and the
railroad. The consequences, both for wildlife, and for humans, will be both
disastrous and irreversible. The Edwards Aquifer, very close to what would be the
bottom of the quarry, is extremely permeable, and absorbs whatever poliutants are
in roads and fields, along with any rain.

c. When there is flooding, it will be very destructive to the environment. The
roads aren't built to take a lot of truck traffic. There is a lot of flooding in this area,

d. Biasting from the quarry, along a fault line, could disrupt the Medina Dam and
create enormous flooding and ioss of life. It will also be a safety threat to
those in the area.

Ewmmmm%msw\mwhm
there has been little or no effort to preserve the environment. Quihi is an old part of
Hondo, which will los and foul, if a quarry and railroad are
built. The thought is unbearabie to many of us fiving in this area.

Let us consider the environment as the precious gift that it is, and not let it become an

ashheap. K+ 1% wrvn; o

Thank you for your time and consideration of this issue.

December 6, 2004

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, DC 20423

Attn: Rini Ghosh

STB Docket No. FD 34284

Dear Ms. Ghosh,

1 support the construction and operation of the seven-mile line of railroad in Medina
County, Texas, that would connect the proposed Vulcan Construction Materials, LP
quarry and the Del Rio subdivision of the Union Pacific Railroad Company, near Dunlay,
Texas.

1 accept and concur with the draft Envir } Impact S {EIS) prepared by the
office of the Board that carries out the Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA). The
draft statement, issued on Nov. 5, 2004, appears to have thoroughly evaluated the
environmental effects that may impact the area, especially for transportation and safety,
public and worker health, water and biological resources, air quality, noise, vibration,
socioeconomics, and cultural resources,

Sincerely,
Dianne Pipes

11119 Quail Rise
San Antonio, Texas 78249

2Y

thid agyesive. corpamy ﬁu.«.mljk



HENRY BONILLA
23p DisTrict, TEXAS

245% Raveusy Heuse OBace Builows
WagHinaToN, DC 20515

HB:gl
Enclosure
rigASS AERLY TO:
B0 Wumzaac, Sum 560 1 1900 Mafawonos STater, Sume 1108 [ 111 East Braaawav, Sume 161 3 107 Weer avenasc &, 616
S ANTONI, Ui, T 72080 e Rio, Tx 76040 A, TX T
@16) 837-0085 o68) 7264002 o) 774-6547 ) eI
hitpfwww.hovse. govibonilia
2= 4= Tshan o T Ve,
157U4  11i8ba0  MIoweUS KEP HENKY BUNILLA 1S4 P begh

T

Mmoo FromeUN P HENRY BUNILLA CIU=5H7=¢1¥y Rt

COMMITTEE ON APFROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEE ON DEFENSE

Congregs of the Wnited States
THouse of Representatives
TMashington, BE 205154323

(202) 2254511

December 135, 2004

The Honorable Vernon A. Williams
Seeretary

Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street NW '
Washington, D.C. 20423

Case#t: 2028573
Dear Secretary Williams:

Enclosed please find correspondence from my constituent, Dr. Robert Fitzgerald, President of
the Medina County Environmental Action Association (MCEAA) of Quihi, Texas. The
MCEAA's membership is requesting that the Surface Transpontation Board address four
concerns they believe are crucial 1o the consideration of the Southwest Gultf Railroad Company's
proposed rail line construction in Medina County, Texas.

Please respend to the attached correspondence from the MCEAA. 1 also ask that you please
provide a copy of your response to my San Antonio District office. My Constituent Liaison,
Gabriel Lozano, will work with me on this case and can be contacted af the number listed below
if you require assistance.

T thank you for your prompt attention to thig matier.

Sincerely.

T of Congress

CIU=by/m4180
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Decomber 8, 2004

Victoria Rutson

Surface Transportation Board
1925 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C, 20423-0001

Vulcan Materials/Southwest Guif Railroad
Medina County Project
Finance Docket 34284

Re:

Dear Ms. Rutson:

MCEAA, Tnc. members wish to thank the SEA section of STB for your recent visit to 1fondo. We
appreciate the sincere artention you and your staff as well as members of the URS environmental team
displayed.

On December 3, 2004, membeors of the MCEAA, Ine. discussed at length the content of the recent
meeting, We wish to relate to you the following requests and questions. We would appreciate answers
as soon as possible to these questions.

1. MCEAA wishes to re-emphasize our demand for a connected action BIS between the railroad
and the quarty. Seven hundred sixty-six people signed a request that STB study both the quarry und
the rail line because they are connected actions. Thesc two projects are inseparable. As repeatediy
stated (beginning with our initial contact with STB in our Petition to Revoke) without the rail line
the quarry would not exist. Conversely, without the quarry, the Southwest Gull Railroad rajl line
waould not exist. As proof, who would build a rail line to nowhere? ST1 has properly ordered an
EIS on the ruil line. Tt must order an E1S on the quarry, which we all know is a connected action to
the rail fine, and not a comulative effect of the rail line. STB must not shirk its” lawful
responsibility. The environment in Medina County must not be jeopardized by default. There is no
other agency, state or federal, that is suthorized to study the envivonmental impact of the quany,
which is connected to the rail line.
‘When will the decision conceming ¢
quarty and SGR be made?

ation of the d action between the proposed

2. When will MCEAA, Inc. be notified?

3. Who will make this decision, the SLA section or some other section or division of
the STR or another government agency?

CHAIRMAN - SUBCOMMITTEE O\ AGRICULTURE

SUBCOMMITTEE ON FOREIGN UPERATIONS.
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www.dentmesswithquihi.com
Decomber 8, 2004

Congressman Henry Bonilla
11120 Wurzbach, Suite 300
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Fax: 210-697-9185

Re:  Proposed Quarry and Rail Linc  Medina County
Vulcan Materials Co/Southwest Gulf Railroad
Surface Transportation Roard Finance Docket 34284

Dear Congressman Bonilla:

We resp Ily request your and assi in ob answers to the guestions and
commeats in the ancloscd letier from MCEAA to the Surface Trunsportation Board, We believe these
questions and comments are justified following the public meeting held December 2, 2004, which was

attended by approximately 200 citizens, in Hondo, Texas.

We are requesting that you please submit the enclosed letter to the Surface Transportation Board on
our behalll

We wish to thank you for allowing Gabe Lozano to represent you ai this very important mecting
converning a propused project that will greatly affect the finure of Medina County. We truly appreciate
your support of the peoplc in the Quihi area.

Sincerety,

Bt 75

Dr. Bob Fitzgerald, President
MCFAA, Tng,

MOEAA, .%a,‘ﬁr(-w_%m Fleatth, wd.%vmy&
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4. As you undoubicdly learned, there was unanimaous agreement from those
commentors critical of the railroad routes concerning the lack of information on how
problems in many areas would be handled. as well as what the impact would be on the
respective part of the environment. Specifically, we are amazed that STB would not determine
the environmental damage fram flooding and traffic to water sources, and cultural and historic
areas, caused by the railroad

We are aiso greatly dismayed that STI3 would even conslder issaing a permit to SGR

and then allow SGR to du as they pleased in dealing with these problems. We do not believe the
poorly stated and ifl.defined mitigation clanscs in the DLIS wili in any way prevent iireparable
environmental damage. Because the DELS is grossly inadequale and leaves so many of our scoping
guestions unanswered, we ask, Why is this? Why did the URS Corporation, (a reportedly respeciable
firmy), Hmit it’s rescarch and findings in the very sreas we had pointed owt? Was it due to a lack of
funding? Or time restrictions illegally imposed by Vulean and allowed by STB? Certainly these
questions deserve answers, just as we had faith that our scoping comments and questions would be
answered.

We wish to point out that the validity of the entire URS report has been questioned by the

fact that there may be biased findings duc to a conflict of imerest by URS. As you learned, this firm
alse studied the integrity of the Medina Lake Dam, as noled by Will Carter, dircctor of BMA
Corporation, which owns the Mcdina Lake Dam. The impact of the quarry being on the same fault
tines as the Medina Lake Dam and the dam’s associated refief wells, noeds carcful and detailed studies.

We alsp are requesting that you please send a copy of the sign-in list of 1hose attending both meetings,
as well as the list of thosc speaking at both meetings, on December 2, 2004.

Sincerely,
O Borb 7 genali]

Dr. Bob Fitzerald, President
MCFAA, Inc.

CC: Senator John Cornyn
Representative Henry Bonilla
State Senator Frank Madla
Statc Reprosentative Tracy King
Will Carter, BMA

MEEAA, ‘%a,!ﬁrfm.%ﬂw, FHeclths, M.%W
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. December 7, 2004

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit L
‘Washington, DC 20423

Attn: Rini Ghosh

STB Docket No, FD 34284

Re. Draft Environmental Impact Statement for the proposed Southwest Gulf Railroad

Dear Ms. Ghesh:

My name is Larry Coyle and [ own property abutting the proposed Vulcan quarry that is to be
served by the Southwest Gulf Railroad (SGR). This letter is being written to comment on the

draft Fnvironmental Impact Statement ( EIS) prepared by the Surface Transporuition Boand’s
Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA).

My first comment concerns the no-action alternative. The stated result of this alternative is that
Vulcan would truck limestone to the Union Pacific Railroad at Dunlay, Texas. Tdon't believe
this is a foregone conclusion and should not be indicated in the EIS as such. It is my opinion the
current infrastructure of roads would not allow trucking to be an economically viable option for
Vulean. Vulean has made this statement publicly in the past.

Secondly, this EIS strictly addresses the irpact of rail raffic generated by Vulean’s limestone
transport. Since SGR has been designated a common carrier, this generalization is unrealistic and
the EIS should consider effects of additional rail traffic and traffic carrying hazardous cargo. Ifit
is truly the position of the SEA that this railroad will only carry Vulcan's limestone, then it must
consider the proposed quarry and this proposed railroad as a joint project and thus include the
environmental impacts of the quarry in this My personal opinion is that the SGR will only
serve Vulean and consequently should never have been given common carrier status. It is
unconscionable that SGR will have the right of Eminent Domain strictly for the economic gain of
a Fortune 500 company.

Lastly, the most troubling impact of this project has not been addressed in this report and is
already being experienced. This is the effect that this project is having on the community. It is
turning friend against friend and family against family. The lines have been drawn following the
money trail. No amount of limestone is worth this,

Thank you in advance for consideration of these comments.

Sincercly.
L%(%Z,

ce: Medina County Environmental Action Association

The STB should not be involved questions on Monies generated for taxes. One
Statement made was that because of the increased population caused by more
employment would not generate enough taxes for the costs involved to educate the
pupils. There is a mistake in the mathematics. There was no mention made that the
increased population was going to pay school and county taxes, only that the extra tax
generated by the quarry and railroad would not cover the increased population.

Wil Carter of the BMA had a request that Vulcan make a study of the Medina
and Diversion Dams for their integrity. BMA has been advised by preliminary studies on
these two dams that these studies should be made. This is before and not related to the
proposed quarry and railroad in Medina County. All BMA is looking for is a free ride for
someone else to do the work that they are responsible for.

Again, I applaud the SEA for the in depth study, derived from the comments of
the people attending from the first public meeting received by and after February 26,
2004. You have acted on all 47 issues derived, thoroughly and unbiased. Thank you for
your efforts to address any and all concerns.

(o

‘Wayne R, Balzen
905 Oakridge
Pleasanton, Texas 78064

Email-waynebalzen@ev]1.net
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To: Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, DC 20423

Attn. Rini Ghosh

STB Finance Docket 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company
Medina County, Texas

m‘&\‘&

Comments:

1 hereby ask that the Surface Transportation Board and Section of Environmental
Analysis Adopt the Draft EIS for Finance Docket 34284, Southwest Gulf Raitroad and
approve the building of such proposed Railroad, according to the Mitigation Measures
listed.

The applicant’s Voluntary Mitigation Measures VM1 and VM2 subsections (a)
through (h), and VM3, VM4, and VM35,

SEA’s Recommended Mitigation with cooperation using approved Engineering

and design methods with VM and SGR concerning the following:

Transportation and Traffic Safety -(1) thru (10).

Public Health and Safety- (11).

Worker Health and Safety- (12).

Groundwater- (13) thru (19).

Surface Water- (20) thru (29).

Wetlands- (30) thru (32).

Biological Resources- (33) thru (36).

Air Quality- (37) and (38).

Land Use- (39)

Noise- (40).

Vibration- (41) thra (43),

Recreational and Visual Resources- (44).

Cultural Resources- (45).

Karst Features- (46) and (47).

Tt is my belief that SEA has worked long and hard to address all concerns listed
and will approve the building of the SGR ding to the do of facts found
in this investigation.

It is my concern that the STB and SEA section should not become involved in
Quarry operations that were brought up in the Public Meeting. The operations of the
Quarry are governed and will be held to strict standards according to good mining
practices. Therefore the requests for studies on the Medina Dam, Air pollution, Water
pollution and environmental problems that could be encountered during the operation of
the Quarry does not fall under the jurisdiction of the STB.
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Daocket #: FD 342840

Name of Sender: Chris Mitchelt Date Received: 12126/2004

Group! Date of Letter 12/26/2004

is over on Dec. 2.2004 but | can't see where to look at this & other comment: ing STB & Vul GR, Where
do I have ta go online to read other comments about this???| am sending a certified copy out tomorrow so that this is part of
the official record before Jan 10, 2006

hank yot
Chris Mitchell

http://stb.dot.gov/Ect | /ecorrespondence. nsf/PublicincomingByDocketNumber/9BOCSA3B...  1/12/2007
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Submitter’s Comments:

| sent this over on Dec. 2,2004 but | can't see where to look at this & other comments regarding
8TB & Vulcan/SGR. Where do | have to go online to read other comments about this??7?l am

sending a certified copy out tomorrow so that this is part of the official record before Jan 10, 2005.

Thank you
Chris Mitchell

December 2, 2004

Public Meeting
Hondo TX.

For the Record, my name is Chris Mitchell. T am Commissioner Elect for Medina County
Pet. 1, Since 1 do not officially take office until Jan. 1*" please let the record reflect these
are my personal comments about the SGR proposed rail construction.

After reading an executive summary of the EIS draft & other excerpts from the 3 volume
set, my # 1 concern remains safety & flooding issues. This executive summary is
undoubtedly what the STB Board will read in lieu of the voluminous EIS itself. Having
lived just outside Washington D.C. for over 20 years, I am well versed in the bureaucratic
methods of “summarizing.” Developing an EIS of this magnitude (3 volume set),
virtually guarantees the decision makers will be influenced by whomever presents this
. summary for their review.

Attached file on following pages:
It’s interesting to note that the “proposed route” language refers to “six drainage features
with intermittent seasonal flow™, while the alternating routes 1, 2, 3 (which of course are
not the preferred routes) refer to the same named creeks as “streams”. The reality is
whether SGR, SEA or anyone else chooses to minimize the description; they are streams
that flood, not “‘six drainage features...” So far in 2004 our “seasonal flow” has probably
totaled over SO inches. These are flood prone lands.

In addition you don’t use the term “at grade crossings” anywhere in the proposed route
language, yet the wording in each alternative route mentions *“at grade crossings” for each
county road named. What exactly does SGR plan to do for crossings?

SGR states it might enter into an agreement as a “common carrier “with Union Pacific.
This does not provide any of us with a sense of safety or security based on UP’s record of
accidents just this past 6 months! Once this is accomplished then Medina County is stuck
dealing with UP,

TxDot lists a traffic count from 2000 for FM 2676. This does not accurately reflect
today’s traffic. FM 2676 is heavily traveled each & every day by San Antonio
commuters, school buses and lake traffic in addition to our regular farmers & ranchers.
The current Commissioner states anywhere from 40-200 vehicles on the county roads???
That’s a big spread! There needs to be more current data obtained since Medina County’s
population is already where it was projected to be in 2010... and this is 2004. Imagine
what the next 6 years will bring,

SGR states “approximately 4 trains per day.” How will the increase in demand for
product be handied? Wil train traffic increase to 6, 87 Is this a 24/7, 365 day operation?
How will all this impact Hondo City crossings ... will they be backed up ?...what about
emergency vehicles, school buses trying to maintain a schedule?

g’ ez
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On page 4-16 of the EIS draft paragraph V: “SGR shall develop a plan with TxDot & i IR C—‘—V‘—/—,?/')(‘M/Q@“Z;o-m BB exrad!

A;C/c/)

Medina County that specifies the responsibility of each party concerning maintenance & ( .
repair of grade crossing warning devices and grade crossings.” The preceding paragraph R - “é Chrertnssieihinbind Craild F Sauel
U states “SGR shall maintain appropriate grade warning devices at all grade crossings.” i 9 5o éie/ ,'_,LJ" /)/ Lon M ESrelnt
Which is it & what does it mean to Medina County? N

Cos ot D e, A EOf 23

It will be my recommendation to Commissioners Court that Medina County taxpayers not
be subjected to any financial burden as a result of SGR’s rail operations if granted by the
STB Board. As taxpayers we alteady subsidize enough federal & state rail activities. If
SGR is successful in their request then SGR & Vulcan can absorb the costs of
maintenance & repair of the devices and grade crossings.

A A';Jéxuw:ﬁ‘/%.g-m’émm ol C‘w‘fh‘“”f
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Again, I reiterate, safety of our citizens, flooding concerns are my priority. [ would
encourage the STB to take another look at this and to do what’s in the best interest of
Medina County.

Thank you,
Chris Mitchell
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Dacket #. FD 342840

Name of Sender: Robert Clark Date Received: 01/06/2005

Group: Date of Letter. 01/06/2005

Tam very concerned about (he proposed railroad and quarry. it would disrupt our lives greatly.

[This 24 hour operation would be noisy all night. Who will repair my water well when the blasting damages it7 My most
important comment is - we need to have a meeting so we can ask our questions to the board and get a answer back right
faway. The board should be to the citizens of the country. We deserve a chance to talk to the board face o face,

http://sth.dot.gov/Ect1/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumbert/92F443356...  1/12/2007
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Docket #: FD 342840
Name of Sender: barbara clark Date Received: 01/06/2008
Group: Date of Letter: 01/06/2005

anta

My grandson rides the schoolbus [0 SChool and back home everyday. It takes one hour 1o get home and I'm worried the siow
Imoving train crossing 2676 and taking a lot longer. In the morning the train might make the whole bus late for school. With all
lthe train derailments lately I'm also concerned about his safety at all the crossings. I'm sure Vulcan can find another place that

Is away from so many people,

http://stb.dot.gov/Ect/ecotrespondence. nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/0ED4EFS5...  1/12/2007
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Docket #: FD 34284 0
Name of Sender: robert clark Date Received: 01/08/2005
Group: Date of Letter: 01/06/2005

Tam very concerned about the proposed rafiroad and quarry. The 24 hour operation woulld be very noisy. | am very worried

tabout my water well. Who will repair it if the blasting damages It? My #1 commentis: Why aren't we talking to the board

imembers? The board members need to be accountable to the citizens of this cauntry, We need a meeting with the board
and they can answer our questions face to face,

htto://stb.dot.gov/EctH/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/BSCEA923...  1/12/2007
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Docket #: FD 342840
Name of Sender: barbara clark Date Recelved: 01/06/2006
Group: Date of Letter: 01/06/2008

4
My grandson rides the schoolbus o Hondo every day. It takes one hour and I'm worried the slow moving train will get him
ome even later. In the morning the whole schoolbus might be late for school. With all the train derailments lately I'm also
lconcerned about safety at all the crossings. I'm sure Vulcan can find a better place for a quarry where there aren't so many
people affected,

http://stb.dot.gov/Ecti/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/4B41440C0...  1/12/2007

STB Incoming Correspondence Record Page 1 of |
Surface Transportation Board
incondag © = whence B #EI1286

Docket #: FD 342840
Name of Sender: Wayne Balzen Date Received: 01/07/2006
Group: Date of Letter: 01/07/2005

Again | thank you for allowing me to speak on 12/2/04 at the public meeting in Hondo, Tex. You are to be commended on the
IDEIS for its content concerning only the issues, | support your decisions and hope that you will continue to address them on
lyour report to the STB ittee. Much work, i i to the laws, and review has been achieved to
lcompite this DEIS. Thank you for your dedication and hard work to complete this document and proposal.

http://stb.dot. gov/Ectl/ecorrespondence. nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/0E472B64...  1/12/2007
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Docket #: FD 34284 0
Name of Sender: Lynn Kitchen Date Received 01/08/2006
Group: Medina County Environmental Date of Letter: 01/08/2005

Action Association

Szt f
Please find attached my comments for the Draft EIS as the technical Representative for MCEAA. | will be sending hard
opies under separate cover by Fedex, Monday delivery.

hitp://stb.dot.gov/Ectl/ecorrespondence.nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/F228 1FAD...  1/12/2007

Max Walden 655 CR 365 Hondo, Texas 78861

Re: Finance Docket No. 34284 — Southwest Gulf Railroad Company

Comments on the Environmental Impact Study
Finance Docket no. 34284
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company

General comments:

The first public statements by Vulcan occurred at a local
meeting at the Quihi Gun Club with an impromptu attendance
by several employees of Vulcan. The president of the SW
division, I believe his name is Ransdell, stated, “If you
folks don’t want the railroad we won't build it but we also
will not do the Quarry as trucking would be too expensive”.
(I heard it with my own ears, he denies it now)

TRUTH! They thought the threat of losing the quarry would
create pressure to drop opposition of the RR. He didn't say
trucking would harm the environment, their current reason
for not trucking.

The quarry and the railroad are one project. As they say in
the old song "Love and marriage, you cant have one without
the other™ Also this same night, in conversation with a
very exuberant geologist,” You guys are not very
progressive, if we don’t get new sources of cheap
limestone, foundations in Houston will double in price”
Yeah, lets ruin our environment for million dollar houses.
Vulecan is not concerned with the environment, just their
bottom line.

There is no justification for common carrier status. Rail
line has been available from Hondo to Houston for 100
years, no more is needed.

TRUTH! If you grant this status to them, you will be
granting an unconstitutional use of eminent domain.
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Docket #: FD 34284 0
Name of Sender: Max Walden & Carol Casillas Date Received:
Group: Date of Letter:

01/09/2008
01/08/2006

[Ses Attachmeni(s) below.

s

El-1286 Walien

http://sth.dot. gov/Ect1/ecorrespondence. nsf/PublicIncomingByDocketNumber/66 A33C25...

One more comment that indicates ethical malfeasance by SGR
and inadequate investigation by SEA occurs in ES2.1.2, page
7. 1 suggest inadequate investigation because they admit
that the information used was provided only by SGR. The
medina Dam route elevation alone would refute the claim”
“significant adverse impacts to floodplains, hydrology
soils etc. There are no flood plains or wetlands, it is 50
feet higher than the routes crossing Quihi creek. All other
routes cross Quihi creek which is nothing but flood plain.
We pay out many dollars for our flood insurance. I doubt
any house on the Medina Dam route pays flood insurance.

TRUTH! It would just cost SGR more to build the Medina dam
route and less expensive to go across Quihi creek Refer
back to our statement about "bottom line".

Now on to specific comments. Mitigation - Since we have no
government out here to voice complaints, I suggest Vulean
fund a committee to oversee the required mitigations. These
committee members will live adjacent the RR line ox Quarry
and appointed by the county commissioner. The fund will
include attorney fees if legal council is necessary.

Noise - ES815/16

I suggest SEA folks go to AVE M/highway 90 in Hondo and
record train noise, then go to the intersection of 365/4512
and measure the difference. That will demonstrate the
significance.

Air Quality - ES 14

NO-ACTION alternative will not create truck emissions
because they will not mine the Quarry without the RR Mr.
Ransdell said sc and we know he would not lie.

Socioceconomic - ES 17

The impact is already being felt, real estate sales are
rare and will get worse near the RR site when it begins
operation. May I recommend some mitigation? Vulcan should
have to compensate all landowners within a certain distance
from the RR. Would you allow a RR or a quarry to be built
near your home without compensation? I hope the three
directors voting have access to this thought.

1/12/2007



Indirect Impacts - ES 17

Years from now, the undesirable presence of the RR will
cause a steady deterioration and a federal superfund will
have to renew it.

Environmentally preferable alternatives

NO ACTION, they wont mine the quarry. There is limestone
all the way west to Del Rio and south of the balcones
escarpment and the union pacific RR goes that way also.

Page B-2
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Carol Casillas 655 CR 365 Hondo, Texas 78861
Re: Finance Docket No. 34284 — Southwest Gulf Raiiroad Company

1 almost did not attend the Public Meeting held on 12/2/04 at the Medina County Fair Hall,
1 assumed it would be just so much BS. Again. In my opinion, it began that in just that way.
The attorney and reps from the STB/SAE began to tell us how the proposed rail
construction and coincidently, the gravel/li Quarry, would minimally impact our
community and our lives. The data used to prepare the draft EXS was commissioned,
bought and paid for by SRG. It is obvious to individuals who live in this area that neither
the STB nor the SEA actually did any research “on the ground”. The draft EIS was
prepared using less than perfect data,

A majority of the people who spoke at this meeting were very emotional in their opposition
to the rail line, many included the Quarry itself. The few individuals not opposed do not
reside anywhere near the area that will be impacted; some do not even reside in Medina
County.

1 live at the junction of CR 450/365. The Quihi runs directly in front of my home. The Elm
creek crosses 450 about a half-mile west. I cross the Elm, Hondo, Verde and Cherry crecks
along with a couple of the “unknown “ tributaries each time I leave home. I have seen them
all at flood stage and I have scen them at a trickle. On a regular basis, I see white and gray
cranes, dove, quail and several specices of ducks and beautiful white egrets along the creek. 1
am fortunate to see white tail and spotted deer, raccoons, gray fox, nutria, porcupines,
squirrels, rabbits, possums, armadillos and turtles in my yard. I have scen hundreds of
arrowheads and other weapons and tools right down this little dirt road, left hundreds, even
thousands of years ago by our predecessors.

All this will end with construction of the rail line. Drive west on highway 90 to Knippa and
see what a quarry and a railroad have done, Knippa is ugly desolate and filthy. Drive from
Rio Mcdina towards San Antonio via fm 471, sce where trucks are hauling out gravel and
limestone and are stripping once fertile farmland.

‘We have neighbors whose families have farmed the area for over a hundred years, people
wheo have stayed when it was not easy or profitable. Their entire live, their hearts are in the
places they cali home.

Controversy over the proposed quarry and rail line has caused considerable adversity in the
community. It has changed lives, turning life long friend and neighbors against each other.
Should the entire situation magically disappear, the heart of this little community has
already been damaged. Aside from the probable impact on our water, biological resources,
air quality, land usc noise, vibration, historic and archeologically sensitive arcas, it is clear
that the detrimental impact on the populace should be considered.

I am 58, Max is78. We like many in the Quihi area are not young enough, wealthy enough
or healthy enough to “start over™. We do not want to live near this proposed “BLIGHT” on
our ovely community. Like a lot of our neighbors, everything we have is in this property.
Look at the map showing the proposed routes (CR 450/365). Would you want to live here?

Carol Casillas
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Surface Transportation Board / Section of Environmentat Analysis

Finance Docket No, 34284
Southwaest Gulf Railroad Company
Canstruction and Operation Exemption
Medina County, Texas

Public Meetings
December 2, 2004
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Schweers Historical Foundation, Inc.
2405 South IH-35
New Braunfels, TX 78130-6817
(830) 625-6680 \
2V

G
ST\
January 10, 2005 ' \\\

Surface Transportation Board
Section of Environmental Analysis
1925 K Street, NW Suite 500
Case Controf Unit

Washington, DC 20423

Attn: Rini Ghosh
STB Docket No. FD 34284

Dear Ms. Ghosh:

1 am the current President of the Schweers Historical Foundation, Inc. that has a
membership of 187 and growing. We are particularly interested in the four homes built
by the children of Schweer and Zeda Balzen in the mid 1850’s. All are still restorable.
Willie Schweers died suddenly and while a smal) group of us were trying to contact his
Bstate to buy the Henry Schweers home for restoration, we found that Vulean Materials
had already placed a purchase contract on the two properties. We then offered to
purchase it from them. They then offered to donate both homes to us if we would form a
501(c) 3 tax exempt organization; the William Home has been donated, the Henry Home
will be donated after the railroad issue is settled. Vulcan has been very generous with our
Foundation, and upon further investigation we find that Vulcan Materials is highly
regarded in other communities where they operate. Forbes and Fortune has rated them at
number eight in social responsibility.

1 have reviewed the three volume draft of the Envir I Impact S and
attended and spoke at both sessions at the public hearings held in Hondo on December 6,
2004. T met and spoke with you at that public hearing. Your group and others involved
in the analysis of the routes, has done a thorough and commendable job. We strongly
feel the preferred route is the best solution for their transportation needs. The no action
alternative that would force the transportation of the material by truck is absolutely the
worst possible solution. [ know that your group will be fair in your analysis, and won’t
let emotional appeals bias your decision.
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1 currently live in the city of New Braunfels and sit on the board of the New Braunfels
Industrial Development Corporation. If this opportunity to attract a major corporation of
Vulcan Materials stature presented itself here, I would suspect that we would offer any
incentive available to lure this company to our community. Any socially responsible
company such as Vuican Materials that would potentially bring one hundred and fifty
above average salaries, and several million dollars of property investment, would be
considered an economic windfall to any community.

Please feel free to contact me for further comments regarding this situation. My e-mail
address is cr.schoch@sbeglobal.net and my mobile phone number is 830-708-2977.
Thank you for the opportunity to consider my position on this matter.

Sincerely,

C. Ray Schoch,
President
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STEPTOE & JOHNSONwe

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

1330 Connecricut Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20036-1795
Tel 2024293000

Fax 202,429 3902

steptoe.com

David H. Coburn
202429.8063
deoburn@stepioe.com

January 10, 2005
VIA HAND DELIVERY

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
‘Washington, DC 20423

Attn: Rini Ghosh

STB Docket No. FD 34284

Finance Docket No. 34284 — Southwest Gulf Railroad Company - Petition for
Exemption from 49 U.S.C. § 10901 to Construct and Operate a Rail Line In Medina
County, Texas

Re:

Southwest Gulf Railroad Comments on Draft EIS

Dear Ms, Ghosh:

Petitioner Southwest Gulf Railroad (“SGR™) hereby offers the following comments on the Draft
EIS issued by the Board on November §, 2004. SGR appreciates the hard work and careful study that
SEA and its contractor have undertaken in preparing the thorough Draft EIS that has been issued. SGR
also agrees with the DEIS’s conclusions with respect to the environmental preference of a rail line
versus a no-build altemative that would result in truck transport of aggregate from the quarry to a remote
rail loading area. Further, SGR continues to believe, and the DEIS supports its view, that the
environmental impacts of its proposed route are either minimal or can be mitigated so that they are not
significant. In that regard, SGR stands ready to consult with SEA and other agencies to address any
remaining concerns as the NEPA and Section 106 processes move forward.

SGR’s comments will focus on the proposed mitigation measures. The comments are designed,
in some cases, to clarify the terms of those measures and, in others, to propose modifications that SGR
believes will improve the mitigation measures in a manner consistent with SGR’s understanding of
SEA’s intentions and the public interest. SGR stands prepared to respond to any questions or concerns
raised by these comments.
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Voluntary Mitigation Measure No. 3 -- SGR has voluntarily agreed to use continuously welded
rail for the line of rail that it proposes to construct beiween the quarry and the UP line. This will reduce
noise levels from train operations between the quarry plant and the southern terminus of the SGR line.
However, for sake of clarification, SGR notes that it may not use continuously welded rail for the
loading loop or the straight track alternative at the plant site, and did not intend that its offer of using
such rail for the line extend to the loading loop or alternate straight track. Based on its consultations
with HDR Engineering, a rail engineering firm with which it has consulted on these matters, SGR
understands that it likely will not be practical or economical to use welded rail for this track given the
tight confines of any loading loop track and the number of switches that would be located on the loop or
the straight track at the plant site. Further, to the extent that such rail is designed as a noise mitigation
measure, its use on the grounds of the plant facility will not serve that purpose, particularly given that
trains will be moving at a very siow speed (about 5 mph) at the plant site.

SGR notes in this regard that the DEIS concludes that rail line operations over the proposed route
or Alternatives 2 or 3 will not exceed the STB’s noise impact thresholds set forth at 49 CFR
1105.7(e)(6) (an increase in noise level of 3 dbA or more and resulting in a noisc level of 65dbA or
more). This is true at both receptors ML1 and ML2, which are the studied receptors closest to the
quarry plant area. See DEIS at 4-80. Thus, SGR submis that there is no need to mitigate noise through
the use of welded rail in the plant area since noise impacts there will be minimal.

Mitigation Measure No. 6 - SGR suggests that this measure be modified to add the following
language before the period: “consistent with recognized highway safety standards taking into account
the level of highway traffic at the crossing.” SGR recommends that this language be adopted in order to
better define the term “appropriate” as used in the draft mitigation measure. In this regard, SGR
recognizes that the nature of crossing protections deemed warranted will vary based on the level of
highway traffic at issue. SGR will consult with responsible highway safety officials on these matters.

Mitigation Measure No. 18 -- SGR recommends that the last clause of this measure be modified
as follows: “and shall remediate any soils contaminated by any diesel or gasoline release for which
Southwest Gulf Railroad Company is responsible as soon as practicable.” This revised language will
clarify, we believe consistent with SEA’s intent, that SGR is not responsible for remediating sotls that
are contaminated as a result of conduct unrelated to SGR’s activities.

Mitigation Measure No. 24 -- This mitigation measure requires that SGR conduct a floodplain
study and “obtain” a Medina County Floodplain “permit” for each floodplain crossing prior to initiating
rail construction. The condition is apparently based on a conversation during the pre-DEIS consultation
period between SEA’s third party consultant and the Medina County Floodplain Administrator, which is
described in a message set forth in Appendix C to the DEIS (at page C-39) and discussed at page 4-35 of
the DEIS. SGR proposes that the condition be revised to require that SGR: (a) conduct a floodplain
study for submission to the Medina County Floodplain Administrator and (b) consult with the Medina
County Floodplain Administrator to ensure that SGR’s construction plans will not cause more than a 12
inch rise in the current 100-year floodplain elevation, consistent with the Floodplain Administrator’s
permitting standards as set forth during the pre-DEIS consultation process. SGR intends to adhere to the



Ms. Rini Ghosh
January 10, 2005
Page 3

standards for floodplain crossing described in the communications with the Floodplain Administrator.
Based on such adherence, SGR also believes that it will meet the standards for issuance of a permit by
the Administrator. Nonetheless, in light of federal preemption of state and local rail permitting
obligations that might stifle rail construction authorized by the STB, SGR does not believe that its
ability to construct its rail line should be conditioned on whether the Medina County Floodplain
Administrator chooses to issue a permit to SGR, or to do so in a timely manner. See discussion of
exclusive federal jurisdiction at page 4-13 of the DEIS. Accordingly, SGR urges that language in this
mitigation measure requiring that a permit be obtained prior to construction be eliminated, and that the
alternative mitigation measures described above be adopted in its place.

Mitigation Measure No. 26 -- This measure would require that SGR minimize ground contact
by “oil cleaning materials.” SGR is not certain what is meant by the quoted term and thus requests that
this measure be clarified, or eliminated, in the final EIS.

Mitigation Measure No. 30 -- SGR is concerned about the portion of this proposed measure that
would require SGR to avoid placing fill material or structures in the ordinary high water mark of any
creek channel that will be crossed. This absolute restriction could have an adverse impact on the final
design of bridges, with no offsetting benefit. To the extent that a Corps permit may be needed to cross
any creek channel, SGR would need to comply with the terms of any such permit prior to initiating
construction, as the DEIS recognizes at pages 4-38 and 4-39. Also see proposed mitigation measure no.
25. Consistent with the terms of the DEIS, which recognize that Corps approval would be required with
respect to any crossing subject to Corps jurisdiction under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, SGR
requests that this proposed measure be revised to require that SGR comply with any applicable Corps
requirements in connection with the placement of fill material or structures in creeks during
construction. Further, SGR intends to use best t practices in ¢ ion with the
construction of the stream crossings and expects to minirnize any placement of fill material and
structures in the ordinary high water mark of any creek channel, consistent with its obligation to
minimize impacts to wetlands as per the opening provisions of mitigation measure no. 30.

Mitigation Measure No. 32 - Based on a May 28, 2003 letter from the Texas Parks and
Wildlife Department, SEA has proposed that graded embankments not exceed a 4:1 slope. SGR
respects the views of TPW, but believes that there may be situations where a 3:1 slope may be
appropriate in terms of runoff impacts, while allowing the railroad’s footprint to be smaller, SGR thus
requests that it be allowed the flexibility to consult with TPW about any proposed embankments that
would have a 3:1 slope and be permitted to use such embankments if TPW so consents.

Mitigation Measure No. 33 -- This propesed mitigation measure is very broadly written to
require SGR to avoid disturbing any natural buffers contignous to floodplains in order to prevent soil
erosion and preserve wildlife cover, food sources and travel corridors. SGR will of course endeavor to
avoid any such disturbance of natural buffers, but complete avoidance may not be feasible. Thus, SGR
recommends that this measure be revised to require that SGR use best practices during construction to
avoid or minimize disturbance to the relevant natural buffers.
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Mitigation Measure No. 41 -- This mitigation measure could be read to require that SGR
reroute or redesign its line following consultation to ensure well structure and pipeline integrity. SGR
believes that the goals of this measure will generally be achievable with only minimal engineering
changes. Thus, SGR requests that the condition be revised to eliminate the words “to the design of the
rail line.” Further, the comma between “well” and “structure” also should be eliminated.

Mitigation Measure No. 45 -- The Draft Programmatic Agreement (PA) set forth in the DEIS is
substantively unchanged from that which SGR negotiated with the Texas Historic Commission several
months ago. SGR stands ready to sign the agreement in its current form. SGR agrees with the DEIS
that the PA offers sufficient mitigation for any impacts to cultural resources. In that regard, SGR notes
that the PA contemplates that the issue of cultural landscape will be addressed by the study required to
be conducted pursuant to the PA, Section [11.B.2 and 3. Further, the PA also contemplates an
assessment of potential future development in the project area that might be encouraged by the rail line.
See PA, Section 1.C. Thus, to the extent that SEA believes that further analysis of cultural landscape
issues may be warranted (and this is raised as an issue at page 4-98 of the DEIS), the PA offers a means
for undertaking that analysis and addressing the cultural landscape question.

SGR appreciates the opportunity 1o offer these comments and looks forward to the issuance of
the Final EIS for its rail project.

Respectfully,

%géof

David H. Coburn
Attorney for Southwest Gulf Railroad

January 10, 2005

Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit
Washington, D, C. 20423
Attn: Rini Ghosh

STB Docket No. FD 34284

As President of Castroville Conservation Society, | spoke at the public hearing on
December 2, 2004, in Hondo, Medina County, Texas concerning the very large proposed
Vulcan Quarry and rail route. The Conservation Society has many concerns about the
quarty, as did the landowners and residents of Medina County who spoke so eloquently
and heartfelt about the impending changes.

The proposed Vulcan Quarry, rail and truck route would greatly impact rural Medina
County’s way of life — changing forever the landscape, as well as air quality and
endangeting irreplaceable historic Quihi architecture, archeological and wildlife areas.

If Vulean is permitted to impose on Medina County, while making an enormous profit,
then every effort should be made to comply with citizen requests, as valuable ranch land,
historic homes and archeological sites forever will be impacted by erosion, blowing dust,
traffic and damage to the county roads,

Please, do not permit route | for the rail line. Vulcan needs to use the least intrusive one
for the landowners, historic/architecture and archeological areas. The cost is minimal
compared to the foss of valuable natural resources,

TEXDOT has estimated between 75 and 150 trucks a day in addition to the rail lines, Qur
two lane county roads will be made unsafe and involve costly maintenance. Estimates are
four trains daily, each with 100 cars arriving and departing the quarry. (Two Joaded
Jeaving and two empty coming.)

Please listen to and respect the feelings of landowners and citizens, They need your help.
Save Medina County!

Sincerely,

Carole S. Romano

President

Castroville Conservation Society

P.O. Box 1543

Castrovilte, Medina County, Texas 78009



PO Box 625
Utopia, TX 78884
January 10, 2005

Ms, Victoria Rutson, Chief
Section of Environmental Analysis
Surface Transportation Board

1925 K Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20402-0001

Dear Ms. Rutson:

Tam writing to provide extended comments on the “Draft Environmental Impact
Statement Related to Finance Docket No. 34284, Southwest Gulf Railroad
Company... Medina County, Texas.”

Specifically, I address the issue of cultural resources related to the prehistory and early
history of the Quihi area. There are significant problems in the DEIS and in the Draft
Programmatic Agreement. The superficial efforts made by SGR to do preliminary
cultural resource assessments were noted in my oral comments in the December 2, 2004
public meeting in Hondo, TX. The first preliminary report submitted by URS has been
found to be lacking in almost all aspects by the Texas Historical Commission and others
who have read it. This is most likely due to minimal time for fieldwork and analysis
being funded by SGR. In an effort to put a “patch” on the first assessment, SWG

and URS sent archaeologist Dr. Daniel Cassedy to the area, again for a very brief
period and, unfortunately for him, during a major rain event. Dr. Cassedy appears to
have done the best he could in the highly inadequate time frame provided. His
experience in dealing with this type of project was, however, evident when in his

final recommendations, he advised that SGR should avoid the proposed routes

because of the unique historical context found at Quihi. Furthermore, he quickly
recognized the potential importance of a major mid-19™ century stone wall that exists on
the Lindsey property.

A couple of the errors in Dr. Cassedy’s assessment are noted below. What seem to be
“minor” oversights turn out to be critical in terms of cultural resources, including:

(1) a statement that Uvalde Gravels do not occur in the area, when in fact such deposits
are extensive and are well published as the Quihi Soil. Because of ancient geological
processes, the nature of the deposition of this Soil is still unclear. It is even more
important to note that archaeological sites as old as 10,500 years ago are buried in Quihi
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Soil (Uvalde Gravel). This was clearly shown in July 2004 by excavations at site
41ME132 (Mangold Site. Weimers Ranch). The site and the Quihi Soil are in the
uplands, an area ignored by preliminary assessments. It is clear that MEI32 is not
isolated, but part of a larger archaeological pattern formed by a process that is not well
understood. To address such an issue, extensive geological and geomorphological
research must be done. It is not mentioned in the Draft Programmatic Agreement,
although geomorphology is a critical element in modern archaeology.

A perspective on what confronts the funded archaeological research proposed in the
DEIS (see below) can be obtained from a brief description of work done in the area

by the Southern Texas Archaeological Association (STAA). The STAA is a non-profit
organization composed of about 400 members, both avocational (“amateur”) and
professional. It was founded in San Antonio over 30 years ago and publishes a widely
circulated journal. When I was introduced to the archaeology of the area through working
with collections from the 4IME132 and 41ME133 sites from the late Buddy Mangold, [
thought there was a need to carry out initial excavations at these sites to obtain a better
view of the context and potential at each. In July 2004, the STAA held an tightly-
organized, problem-oriented field school on the Weimers Ranch, The STAA funded the
work from its own coffers and from fees provided by participants. Six days of
excavations at both sites were very revealing, patticularly with reference to the formation
processes involved in the archaeological record (e.g., the Quihi Soil). The STAA asked a
noted geomorphologist to look at the sites and his research is ongoing. Additionally,

site 41ME132 is located adjacent to a spring and bog which was likely the reason,

10,500 years ago, that humans began to camp at this site. STAA has arranged for an
expetienced palynologist to do pollen cores in the bog, with the hope of gaining some
insight into local paleoclimate. This researcher has worked extensively in areas of
Texas where pollen was supposedly “impossible” to obtain, and has developed
techniques that have permitted the formulation of vegetational and climatic

sequerces in southern and south central Texas,

1t is perhaps because so little is known about the Quihi area, so little has been learned by
the SGR “assessments,” and so little is expected by THC (based on the Draft
Programmatic Agreement) that neither geomorphology nor climate studies are
included in the Draft PA. 1 am certain this will be remedied in the Final Draft

PA, as the archaeologists at THC are keenly aware how quickly the database changes in
Texas archaeology.

(2) a wholly inadequate review of the American Indian peoples who were in

the area. This topic will be of serious concern among local American Indian
organizations and their leaders. At the December 2, 2004, meeting, Mr. Ray Hernandez
of the Tap Pilam group in San Antonio spoke eloquently about this problem, and he
consulted extensively with the congressional staffers who were there. Mr, Hernandez is
well known across southern Texas as a spokesman for American Indians, and his impact
has been felt on many constroction projects.



The Draft Programmatic Agreement must require that a trained, experienced
ethnohistorian must examine the historical records. A great deal of data are to be found
in the literature, both mid-19" century and Spanish Colonial, on these groups. Just
because it has not yet been done in the past does not mitigate the necessity of such
ethnohistory being prepared at this time. After a rail bed has been laid, ethnohistorically-
sensitive areas will already be gone. A perfect example of the potential of ethnohistory
is Dr. Maria F. Wade's published study (University of Texas Press, 2003) on the
American Indians of the Edwards Plateau and their interaction with the Spanish. The
area of focus was immediately to the west of Quihi. Dr. Wade went through Spanish
archives and found data on the Native peoples that had never been found nor fully
understood.

Dr. Cassedy is to be commended, to be sure, for his effort to provide a predictive model
of cultural resources based on soil types in the Quihi area, This is an admirable first
step.  He realizes, as do other serious scholars, that the Quihi area constitutes a

unique historical context. As I noted above, this second URS report recommends that
all proposed rail routes in the Quihi area be abandoned and a new effort made to use the
old Dunlay route.

Indeed, the historic context is what is in peril in the plans of SGR. Geographers,
archaeologists, historians and other researchers have long worked with the concept of a
“landscape.”  Within the landscape, there can be certain elements that pull together

a significant moment in the development of a region. At Quihi, there is an
archaeological landscape about which we know very little, Is it an important and
integrated set of sites without parallel in this part of Texas? We cannot determine this
with the extant data. However, STAA surveys done in July 2004 and shovel test
excavations in 2003, suggest that there are a lot of sites out there. perhaps within
proposed SGR routes, or outside the proposed routes. For example, in the 2004

STAA survey, additional sites were found on the Weimers Ranch, and a series

of extremely interesting sites were documented along Elm Creek. These sites have been
formatly recorded at the Texas Archeological Research Laboratory,

UT-Austin. They are likely just a drop in the bucket in terms of the local site inventory.
In January, 2005, a team of STAA members carried out shovel-test research at the
Renken Site, in the EIm Creek drainage. Thirteen shovel tests were dug to help ascertain
the extent of the site and buried deposits. The site turns out to be at least 200 meters in
length. The shovel tests, | meter deep, revealed layers of silt and burned rock, flint
flakes, a Bulverde point (Middle Archaic), and extremely well preserved animal bones
{probably deer). While this site and others on Elm Creek may well be outside proposed
SGR activities, they illustrate the potential for important sites within the whole area.

While both of the SGR assessments are useful in getting an idea of the mid-19" century
cultural record in the Quihi area, much more must be done. It is not enough to simply
“move” a house to a new location. That saves the house, but destroys the historie
context. The constellation of early stone homes and buildings around Quihi are without

I have never seen such a culturally-significant landscape as the one which incorporates
the Quihi area. The STB staff and commissioners in Washington must understand that
the destruction of cultural resources is a nationwide concern and a nationwide disaster.
Why must the destruction of such a landscape be of such a “national interest” (STB is in
the business of penmits for railroads across the United States) that the Quihi

area must be the next, and totally unnecessary. victim? This is not a narrow, “tree-
hugger- environmentalist- preservationist” view. It is a reality based on the science and
history that is already known, and which is so clearly evident, from the Quihi landscape.

Sincerely yours,

Thomas R. Hester, Ph.D.
Professor of Anthropology, emeritus
The University of Texas at Austin
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parallel in this part of Texas. Not even in Castroville is such a unique settlement
preserved -- and Castroville received First Lady Laura Bush’s recognition in the
Preserve Anterica federal program. Houses can't just be picked up and “moved.”
Their context must be studied through historical archaeology and by architectural
historians. While one of the houses that will be impacted by an SGR

route, the Saathoff-Scheule home, is on the National Register of Historic Places,

there are many such potential Register buildings in the area. The local historical group is
working toward the designation of a National Register District, a designation that is
clearly warranted.

The Quihi area represents, I would argue, a unique, unparalleled rural historical
landscape, Though “progress” has modified this area of pre-Civil War settlement,

it remains remarkably intact in comparison to similar early settlements in Texas and
elsewhere. Quihi is not “unique” simply because of its old buildings. Quibi had a key
role in the settlement and development of south central Texas, and is a prominent part of
chronicles of early commerce (¢f. the Chihuahua Road) and early military explorations,
Even the natural Jandscape, such as the stream drainages, is little modified, and the
processes of deposition within the drainages may well have preserved a pollen record of
environmental change for at least the last 15,000 years.

Railrcads are not new to the towns lying south of the Edwards Plateau. Knippa, D'Hanis,
and Hondo (and 1o a certain extent, Uvalde) grew up along the 19" century rait lines.
Their historical landscape includes these railroads, which are a key part of their
development. However, there is no rationale for the serious disturbance, if not
destruction, of the Quihi historical landscape by building new, short railroads for the
profit of private, non-local corporations. In essence. the $STB is being asked to provide a
permit (and it has never failed to provide such a permit!) so that a rail line can be built
through the Quihi historical landscape in order to haul limestone to consumers in
Houston! To put it more bluntly, your Federal agency could well end up approving a
short term, private profit objectives that will significantly degrade the long term viability
of an unequaled cultural and historical resource.

Though I have done research in the Quihi region for only a brief time, I have carried out
fieldwork and publication in southern Texas for 40 years., As detailed in an earlier letter,
these investigations have also inctuded sites in Medina County, Bandera County, Uvalde
County, Kendall County and Bexar County. It is unlikely that any other archaeological
researcher can match this experience and the perspective which it provides. 1also
directed the largest archaeological research laboratory in the State, at UT-Austin, for

17 years, as well as carrying out fieldwork and publication in other parts of the State. 1
am also a member of the Medina County Historical Commission and have participated in
the Commission’s review of this proposed project. I note these factors not to boost my
ego, but simply to point out that I am well aware of what sorts of landscapes are worthy
of preservation, And, I am well aware of the earlier destruction of such landscapes
through ill-advised subdivisions, rail lines, and commercial activities.
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The purpose of the STB7 | belleve the purpose has been (0sl. Up until now in being a part of the process. | have watched, |

have listened, | have been active, concemed, i Wanting to all there was to both sides of the issue. | tried

o keep an open mind and heart knowing that this was a major issue and would have major effects an everyone in my

as well as my family, homestead and way of life. This painstaking process is all necessary In order to get all the
larity possible for this type of devastation upon a community. Some of the saving grace 1o this process is to have an

unbiased 3rd party involved to look at all the "facts" honestly and help bring resolve and closure that is truly for the good of

rall”,

The STB is ane said such organization founded by the pecple of these United States and funded by all the people of these
United States. Our tax deltars at work or 5o we would like to believe.
But as | have watched, listened, been an active part and have been whole heartedly concerned for ths good of all in this
rocess, | have been completely dumbfounded with the peoples of the STE. | have never in all my years seen such a charade,
lsuch a farce. such a waste of money and of our time as citizens of this country and process. Your review (DEIS) was never
faven done! And you damn well know it. The STB cut and pasted documents with headers that were entitled for this project,
lstuck them in a binder and called it a study. Then patronized the people who pay your salaries with the apportunity to blow
isteam. You could care less what we are faced with, what we've been through, what all this means to our famities and what will
happen after your charade is over. You are hearfiess and without a conscience. Your organization {if you can call it that)
should be and will be held llable for total corruption,

http://stb.dot.gov/Ect1/ecorrespondence.nsf/PubliclncomingByDocketNumber/730441B4...  1/12/2007



TED PORTENIER
331 County Rd 252
Hondo, TX 78861

830 426 4901

Janwaary 10, 2005
Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit

1925 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001
Attention: Rini Ghosh

Re: Finance Docket No, 34284
Dear Rini Ghosh,

The pumpase of the STB? T believe the purpose has been st Up wnil now in being 1 part of the
tive, concermed, interested, Wanting to understand

process, | have watchad, | have listened, | have be
all there was 1o both sides of the issue 1 iried 1o keep an open mind and heart knowing that this was a
major issue md woukd have major effects an everyone in my community as well as my funily, homestead
and way of life. This painstaking process is all necessary in order 1o get all the clarity possible for this type
d 3rd

Some of the saving grace o this process is 10 have an unbia

of devastarion upon a community.
party involved to look at all the "facts” honestly and help bring resolve and closure that is 1raly for the

goad af "all"

TB is one said such organization founded by the people of these United States and funded by all the

The

peaple of these United States. Our tax dollars at work or so we would like to believe

But as T have waiched, listened, been an active part and have been whole heartedly concerned for the

1 have been completely dumbloundad with the peaples of the STB. | have

good of all in this pro

 such a waste of moncy and of our time as dtizens
or cven done! And you damn well know it. The
entitled for this project, stuck them in a binder and
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orga tion (if you can call it that) should be and will be held liable for total corruption.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ted Portenier
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Dear Ms. Ghosh:

In accord ce with our resp ies under Seciion 309 of the Clean Air Act, the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ)
Regulations for Implementing NEPA, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)

Region 6 office in Dallas, Texas, has completed its review of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) for the proposed Southwest Gulf Railroad Company rail line construction in
Medina County, Texas. The proposed rail line would extend seven miles from a loading track at
the Vulcan Construction Company limestone quarry to the Del Rio Subdivision of the Union
Pacific Railroad Company, near Dunlay, Texas.

EPA rates the DEIS as "EC-2," i.e,, EPA has "Environmental Concerns and Requests
Additional Information in the Final EIS (FEIS)." FPA has identified environmental concerns
and :.,:‘.n ional needs to be included in the FEIS to complement and to more fully insure
chp]lancc with the requirements of NEPA and the CEQ regulations. Areas requiring additional
information or clarification include: Spill Prevention, Contai and Counter {SPCC)
plan development, air quality, and the incorporation of recommendations to minimize rail line
construction aquatic impacts at stream crossings.

Our classification will be published in the Federal Register according to our responsibility
under Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, to inform the public of our views on proposed Federal
actions. Detailed comments are enclosed with this fetter which more clearly identify our concerns
and the informational needs requested for incorporation into the FEIS, If you have any questions,
please contact Mike Jansky of my staff at 214-665-7451 or by e-mail at jansky.michael@epa.gov
for assistance.

EPA appre.ci{ites the opportunity to review the DEIS. Please send our office five copies
of the FEIS when it is sent to the Office of Federal Activities, EPA (Mail Code 2252A), Ariel
Rios Building, 1200 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20460.

Sincerely m
‘ J ! )

Bonnie Braganza, Acting Chief
Office of Planning and
Coordination (6EN-XP)
Enclosure Internet Address (URL) s hitp:/www.epa.gov
Recycied/Recyclable » Printec with Vegetable Ol Based Inks on Recycled Paper (Minimurm 25% Postconsumer)

1-18-0%; 5:26PM; 1865 8000
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Surface Transportation Board
Case Control Unit . I8
Washington, DC 20423 /

A st
Attention: Rini Gosh (hv / %3
STB Dacket No. 34284 !

I have read the summary Draft Envir 1 Impact S (DEIS) you were so kind
to send to my attention in regard to the Vulcan quarry and associated railroad planned for
Medina County.

I feel that many of my concerns about the ways that this proposed operation will disrupt
the tranquility of our daily lives has been trivialized in the report. My water well
provides a marginal volume of water now - I expect that it could be completely dry when

peting for the large of water d by a quarry operation. [ don’t think
any agency can provide reasonable assurances that this will not occur and I simply cannot
afford to drill a new well on my limited retirement income.

It is not right to give the power to a private company to condemn historic farmland for
uses destined only to line the pocket of private profit-seeking companies. How do you
expect a relatively poor county such as Medina, to keep up with the great increases in
road repairs caused by 3 serious increase in traffic caused by very heavy trucks? They
can't even keep the roads adequately repaired now!

And who needs more train wrecks. Have you read the paper? Count them! Iunderstand
that they want to construct highway crossings “on grade” rather than building overpasses.
With the heavy volume of rail/truck traftic predicted, it will be enormously disruptive to
the whole community.

Flying rocks from gravel trucks cracking windshields, large clouds of limestone dust
contaminating our air 24/7, day and night blasting, rail noises, horns etc will pollute a
large part of the county. I’m sure you have limestone in your neighborhood - why don't
we propose this operation be relocated there?

Sincerely,

Al & Jerrie Bishop
241 CR 253

PO Box 87

Rio Medina, TX 78066

DETAILED COMMENTS
ON THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
SOUTHWEST GULF RAILROAD COMPANY
PROPOSED RAIL LINE CONSTRUCTION AND OPERATIO
IN MEDINA COUNTY, TEXAS
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT (DEIS)

Background

The Surface Transportation Board’s Section of Environmental Analysis (SEA) has
prepared a DEIS for the Southwest Gulf Railroad Company’s proposed rail line in Medina
County, Texas. The proposed seven mile long rail line would connect a proposed Vulcan
Construction Materials limestone quarry and the Del Rio subdivision of the Union Pacific
Railroad Company, near Dunlay, Texas. SEA prepared this DEIS pursuant to the provisions of
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and related environmental regulations. The DEIS
di the p ial envir | impacts that may result from the construction and operation
of the proposed rail line and includes SEA’s preliminary recommendations for mitigating possible
environmental effects.

The following comments are now offered for consideration in the development of the
FEIS.

Edwards Recharge Zone:

“The rail line project is located, in part, on the Edwards aquifer recharge zone. After
reviewing the documents, EPA offers the following comments to strengthen the Final Statement:

1. The boundary between the Edwards aquifer recharge zone and the transition zone
should be shown on the detailed maps as well as the small-scale maps, and in particular should be
included on Figure 4.17-1. Please incorporate into the Final EIS.

2. EPA concurs with the SEA recommendation (p. 4-32) of a condition requiring
development of and compliance with a Spill Prevention, Containment and Countermeasures
(SPCC) Plan. The Plan should be site-specific and should include a map showing recharge
features in the Bdwards aquifer recharge zone in the vicinity of the rail line, and indicate measures
to protect ground water from contamination through those features. Please incorporate into the
Final EIS.

3. The document should contain more information on the fueling and maintenance areas
which will be located outside the recharge zone (e.g. storage and management of fuel, thickness
of confining layer there, and safeguards against drainage of spills onto the recharge zone). Please
discuss in the Final EIS.
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Mitigation of Wetland and Aguatic Stream Crossing Impacts

The project involves construction of a rail line for seven miles to transport limestone from
a proposed rock quarry to a Union Pacific rail line for shipment to markets in the Houston area
and other areas. It appears the impacts to aquatic areas will be mainly from stream crossings.
Since there will be several stream crossings and we have no site specific information, we can only
make general recommendations to minimize impacts of construction on streams and riparian
areas. Our recommendations are as follows:

1, We recommend span bridges where possible to minimize impacts to stream. This
should certainly be done for all perennial streams.

2. Where channel work is necessary, precautions should be taken to avoid channel
degrading from head-cutting. For example, grades at the culverts and bridges should remain at
their existing levels.

3. If a series of box culverts is installed to carry high flows, one culvert should be lower
than the others to handle frequent flows (i.e. “bankfull” or less), with other culverts at higher
elevations for less frequent events.

4. Plan the route and design crossings to avoid the need to cut off meanders and
channelize streams reaches.

5. Minimize impacts to the riparian corridor, especially forested areas. For example, do
not clear the entire right-of-way through the riparian area or floodplain. Only clear what is
needed for construction and access.

6. Minimize impacts to the creek banks (soil and vegetation). Stabilize and replant
disturbed banks with native vegetation as soon as construction at that point is finished.

7. All best management practices should be used to minimize erosion of banks and bare
soil, and reduce siltation of streams. Bare soil should be stabilized and revegetated as soon as
possible. Hay bales and silt fences should be inspected and repaired as needed after each rainfall
event that creates runoff. All silt fences should be parallel to contours. Long and steep slopes
need multiple rows of fencing,

8. Wetlands or forested floodplain should not be used for staging or storage areas
or for borrow areas.

Air Quality

‘We have reviewed the DEIS to assure compliance with applicable conformity regulations
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EDWARDS AQUIFER
6.10-1.1-5 Aur e Rr T Y
January 7, 2005

o C 2

Ms. Rini Ghosh ‘)\’L% EI— '3 14
Surface Transportation Board it
Case Control Unit QD

1924 K Street, NW
Washington, D.C. 20423-0001

Dear Ms, Ghosh:

‘The purpose of this letter is to provide comments on the Surface Transportation Board
(STB) Finance Docket No. 34284 regarding Southwest Gulf Railroad Company’s
proposed construction and operation of seven miles of railroad track in Medina County,
Texas. On November 15, 2004, the Edwards Aquifer Authority (Authority) received the
Draft Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS) from the Section of Environmental
Analysis (SEA) of the STB. Authority staff has reviewed the DEIS and presents the
following comments:

Regarding Section 4.5.2 Groundwater ~ Operational Impacts to Groundwater:

‘The second paragraph of this section (pg. 4.31) indicates that thore is a small risk
of petroleum entering groundwater and that to reduce the risk, fueling and
maintenance of locomotives will be conducted in an area off of the Edwards
Aquifer Recharge Zone (EARZ). Based on the geologic map presented on Figure
3.6-1 (pg. 3-39), it appears that the maintenance and fuel storage area will be
located on an outcrop of Del Rio Clay immediately south the EARZ. Authority
staff recommends that the and fuel storage area be located ag far
south of the EARZ as possible in an area that will drain away from the EARZ and
in area where, at a minimum, the full thickness of Del Rio Clay is present. This
precaution will provide additional protection for the Edwards Aquifer from spills
at the maintenance and fueling facility.

Authority regulations prohibit the installation of new aboveground and
underground storage tanks that contain hazardous materials on the EARZ.
(EDWARDS AQUIFER AUTHORITY RULES, ¢h. 713, subch. G). Any excavations
into Del Rio Clay that encounter Edwards Limestone will be considered as being
on the EARZ; therefore, the installation of tanks containing regulated materials
info any such excavation will be prohibited.

EAAquifer

ZoneiLetlers\STB DEIS - Medina Co Quarry - Comment.doc

1615 N.St. Mary’s Street San Antonio, Texas 782151415 (210) 222-2204  (800) 292-1047

Page B-27

3-

per SEFR 63214. Medina County, Texas is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality
Standards; therefore , general conformity regulations do not apply. However, any demolition,
cornstruction, rehabilitation, repair, dredging or filling activities have the potential to emit air
pollutants, EPA recommends best practices be implemented to minimize the impact of any air
pollutants. Furthermore, construction, and waste disposal activities should be conducted in
accordance with applicable local, state and Federal statutes and regulations.

Ms. Rini Ghosh
January 7, 2005 - Page 2

If the maintenance and fuel storage area must be located in an area of Del Rio
Clay outerop, Authority staff recommends that any storage tanks be constructed
with tertiary containment. Many consider the Del Rio Clay to act as a barrier to
contaminants and water from entering the Edwards Aquifer; however, naturally
oceurring {ractured clays are not engineered fills and should not be considered as
imparting protection to the Edwards Aquifer.

The referenced DEIS section also discusses the need for a Spill Prevention,
Containment, and Countermeasures (SPCC) Plan. Authority staff emphasizes the
need for an aggressive SPCC Plan for the portion of the rail line that crosses the
BARZ. Due to the potential for