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September 14, 2016

Mr. Daniel R. Elliott Mrs. Deb Miller

Chairman Vice Chairman

Surface Transportation Board Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW 395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423 Washington, DC 20423

Mrs. Ann D. Begeman

Board Member

Surface Transportation Board
395 E Street, SW
Washington, DC 20423

Dear Chairman Elliot, Vice Chairman Miller, and Member Begeman:

The railroad industry is a critical part of our country’s economic success. We depend on a
healthy railroad network to move goods quickly and efficiently across the country. As you work
on current proceedings at the Surface Transportation Board (STB), I encourage you to consider
the importance of maintaining a robust freight rail network.

Last December, Congress passed the Surface Transportation Board Reauthorization Act of 20135,
bipartisan legislation that reauthorized the Board for the first time since its inception in

1996. This legislation focused largely on making the STB a more efficient and transparent
organization, while keeping the underlying rail economic framework that has guided the Board
for the past several decades in place. Recently, however, the STB has embarked on several new
regulatory efforts, which could have far reaching effects on today’s rail network and the shippers
it serves. It is critical that any proposal moving through the regulatory process be grounded in
sound economic principles and supported by data-driven empirical analysis of their impact.

Freight rail is a vital industry for Florida, generating jobs and contributing to the state’s
economy. There are more than a dozen freight railroads in Florida and approximately 2,900
miles of track. Freight rail companies employ thousands of Floridians and support industries
throughout the state.

At a time when freight traffic is only expected to grow in this country — by nearly 60 percent by
2040 — doing anything that would weaken the nation’s railroads’ abilities to meet the
transportation needs of the country could have dire consequences for my state and our
economy. I urge the Board to keep these concerns at the front of their minds as these issues
move through the regulatory process.
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Sincerely,

L Y

BILL NELSON
Ranking Member

cc: The Honorable John Thune, Chairman



